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General and degrees and qualifications questionnaire

A.1. Context

A.1.a Do your higher education steering documents address demographic projections for your country? How do these projections affect higher education policy planning?

     
A.1.b Which of the following statements correspond to structural distinctions in your national higher education system?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher education institutions are either academically or professionally oriented

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher education institutions are either public or private

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The profile of higher education programmes is either academic or professional 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other distinction between HEIs or programmes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 None of the above

A.1.b.i If other distinctions apply please specify
A.1.b.ii If distinctions are made between the types of higher education institutions, what is the number of institutions in the categories?


     
A.2. Structure of BA and MA 

	A.2.a Please provide the following information on the length of first cycle (bachelor) study programmes.

	Duration in ECTS
	180
	240
	Other (please specify)
	Total

	Percentage of first cycle study programmes
	     
	     
	     
	= 100%

	Percentage of the total number of first cycle students enrolled in these programmes (full time and part time)
	     
	     
	     
	= 100%

	
	
	
	
	


A.2.a.i Do first cycle study programmes exist outside the Bologna 180 – 240 ECTS model (and/or calculated in years rather than credits)? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

A.2.a.ii What is the typical length of these first cycle programmes outside the Bologna model?

A.2.a.iii What percentage of first cycle students is enrolled in these programmes?

A.2.a.iv In which study fields do these study programmes exist
?
	A.2.b Please provide the following information on the length of second cycle (master) study programmes. 

	ECTS
	60 - 75
	90
	120
	Other (please specify)
	Total

	Percentage of second cycle (master) study programmes
	     
	     
	     
	     
	= 100%

	Percentage of the total number of second cycle students enrolled in these programmes
	     
	     
	     
	     
	= 100%

	
	
	
	
	


A.2.b.i Do second cycle study programmes exist outside the typical Bologna model (i.e. other than 60-120 ECTS and/or calculated in years rather than credits)? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

A.2.b.ii What is the typical length of these second cycle programmes outside the Bologna model?

A.2.b.iii What percentage of second cycle students is enrolled in these programmes?

A.2.b.iv In which study fields do these study programmes exist?
A.3. Progression between cycles
A.3.a What percentage of first cycle qualifications give direct access to at least one second cycle (master) study programme? 

· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %

A.3.b What percentage of first cycle (bachelor) students continue to study in a second cycle programme?

· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %
A.3.c What are the requirements for holders of a first cycle degree to access a second cycle programme? 

	
	All students
	Holders of a first cycle degree from a different study field 
	Holders of a first cycle degree from the same study field coming from a different higher education institution         

	… must sit entrance exam
	yes/no
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)

	… must complete additional courses
	yes/no
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)

	… must have work experience
	yes/no
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)
	yes/no/in some cases (please specify)

	Other (please specify
)
	
	
	


A.3.d What percentage of all second cycle (master) qualifications give  access without further studies to third cycle (PhD) studies?
· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %

A.3.e What percentage of second cycle (Master) students enter into a third cycle programme?

· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %
A.3.f Is it possible for first cycle (Bachelor) graduates to enter a third cycle programme without a second cycle degree? 
Yes, for all   FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Yes, for some  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
No    FORMCHECKBOX 

A.3.f.i If yes, for some, please specify the criteria

A.3.f.ii If yes for some or all, what percentage of third cycle students enter without a second cycle qualification? 
· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %

A.4. Development of third cycle programmes 
A.4.a What is the most common length (in years) of full-time third cycle (PhD) study programmes?
In theory/according to regulations:

In empirical reality:
A.4.b What percentage of PhD awarding higher education institutions offer structured doctoral programmes (i.e. combine taught courses and independent research)?
· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %
A.4.c What percentage of doctoral candidates/students follow structured doctoral programmes that combine taught courses and independent research?
· 0 - 25%

· >25% - 50%

· >50 - 75%

· >75 – <100 %

· 100 %
A.4.d Are doctoral studies included in your country’s qualifications framework?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

No NQF  FORMCHECKBOX 

A.4.e Are ECTS credits used in doctoral programmes?
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

A.4.e.i If yes, what are the ECTS used for? (all elements of doctoral education programmes or taught elements of programmes only)
Treatment of short cycle higher education programmes 
A.4.f In your system, do short cycle higher education programmes exist? 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

No    FORMCHECKBOX 

A.4.g How are short cycle higher education programmes linked to the two-cycle Bologna structures? Please tick the most appropriate case(s) for your country.

Holders of short cycle qualifications when continuing their studies towards a bachelor degree:
· gain full credit for their previous studies
· gain full credit, but only if there is agreement between the institution providing the short cycle programme  and the  institution where the bachelor programme is taught 
· gain full credit for their previous studies but in professional bachelor programmes only

· gain substantial (>50%) credit for their previous studies
· gain some (<50%) credit for their previous studies
· gain little (<5%) or no credit for their previous studies

A.4.h Are short cycle programmes typically considered to be an integral part of your higher education system?
· Yes, part of higher education

· No, part of post-secondary education, but not part of higher education
A.5. Student-centred learning

A.5.a Do your steering documents mention the concept of student -centred learning?
· Yes

· No

A.5.a.i If yes, how do steering documents in your country define student-centred learning in higher education?
A.5.a.ii Please provide a reference for your steering documents
A.5.a.iii Do these documents refer to categories such as …

	
	Yes
	No

	Independent learning
	
	

	Learning in small groups
	
	

	Initial or in-service training in teaching for staff 
	
	

	Form of specific study material
	
	

	Assessment based on learning outcomes
	
	

	Recognition of prior learning
	
	

	Learning outcomes
	
	

	Student/staff ratio
	
	

	Student evaluation of teaching (methods)
	
	

	Other
	
	


A.5.a.iii.a. If other, please specify
A.6. ECTS implementation
A.6.a In your country, do you use 

· ECTS 

· a national credit system compatible with ECTS

· a national credit system incompatible with ECTS

A.6.a.i If you use a national credit system different from ECTS, please provide details of how it is linked to ECTS (when applicable) and its main characteristics (e.g. how credits are calculated and whether the system is based on learning-outcomes). 
A.6.b  In your country, what percentage of higher education institutions and programmes use ECTS for accumulation and transfer for all elements of study programmes?
	Programmes using ECTS for accumulation and transfer
	Percentage of higher education institutions using ECTS for accumulation and transfer

	
	100 %
	75-<100 %
	50-<75 %
	<50 %

	100 %
	
	
	
	

	75-<100 %
	
	
	
	

	50-<75 %
	
	
	
	

	<50 %
	
	
	
	


A.6.c In the majority of institutions and/or programmes, what is the basis to award ECTS in your country?
	
	Majority of programmes
	Majority of institutions

	Learning outcomes achieved
	
	

	Student workload
	
	

	Teacher-student contact hours
	
	

	Combination of student workload and teacher-student contact hours
	
	

	Combination of learning outcomes achieved and student workload
	
	

	Other
	
	


A.6.c.i If other, please specify
A.7. Learning outcomes

A.7.a  Are learning outcomes defined in your national steering documents? If so, please provide the definition.
A.7.b  Do steering documents in your country encourage the use of learning outcomes in developing curricula and assessment procedures?
· Yes, it is compulsory (by law, regulations, other, etc.)
· Yes, it is recommended
· No

A.7.b.i If yes, does your country take specific support measures on the national level?
A.7.c  Is there an offer of training programmes on topics such as student-centred learning and learning outcomes for academic staff?

· Yes, for all staff  
· Yes, for some staff)
· No
A.7.c.i If for some staff, please specify
A.7.d  Are ECTS credits linked with learning outcomes in higher education programmes in your country?
(This means that learning outcomes are formulated for all programme components and credits are awarded only when the stipulated learning outcomes are actually acquired.)
· No
· In few (< 5%) programmes 

· In some (5-<50 %) programmes

· In the majority (>50-<100 %) of programmes
· In all programmes

A.7.e Does your country have measures in place to monitor the degree to which learning outcomes are used in curricula development and student assessment?
· Yes

· No

A.7.e.i If yes, how do you monitor and what are the observations?
A.7.e.ii If yes, are monitoring results taken into account in QA procedures?

· Yes

· No

A.7.e.ii.a. If yes, please explain how. 
A.8. Diploma Supplement

A.8.a Is the Diploma Supplement issued in higher education institutions and to students in all fields of study?

	Percentage of HEIs
	All students
	Some students
	Upon request 
	In certain fields of study
	No students

	> 75%
	
	
	
	
	

	>50 – 75%
	
	
	
	
	

	>25 – 50 % 
	
	
	
	
	

	<0 - 25 %
	
	
	
	
	

	0 %
	
	
	
	
	


A.8.a.i If the DS is issued in certain fields of study, please identify those fields: 
A.8.a.ii If the DS is issued to some students, please specify to which students.
A.8.b  Is there any monitoring of the use of the Diploma Supplement with employers?

· Yes

· No

A.8.b.i If yes, please provide the most recent results regarding the level of satisfaction of employers.
A.8.c Is there any monitoring of the use of the Diploma Supplement with higher education institutions?

· Yes

· No

A.8.c.i If yes, please provide the most recent results regarding the level of satisfaction of institutions.
A.8.d In what language(s) is the Diploma Supplement issued?

A.8.e Is the Diploma Supplement issued
· free of charge
· for a fee

A.8.e.i If the DS is issued for a fee, please provide the amount and the reason for the fee.

A.8.f Please provide an example of your national Diploma Supplement (in pdf or similar format). 

A.9. Joint degrees and programmes

A.9.a Does higher education legislation allow: 

	
	Yes
	No
	Legislation not clear  

	Establishing joint programmes
	
	
	

	Awarding joint degrees
	
	
	


A.9.b Please estimate the percentage of institutions in your country that award joint degrees / are involved in at least one joint programme
	
	Award joint degrees
	Participate in joint programmes  

	> 75-100% □       
	
	

	> 50%- 75%□
	
	

	> 25-50% □            
	
	

	> 10-25%□            
	
	

	> 5-10%□            
	
	

	> 0 -5% □            
	
	

	0%□
	
	


A.9.c Please estimate the percentage of students in your country that graduated in the academic year 2009/10 … 
	
	With a joint degree
	From a joint programme  

	< 10%
	
	

	> 7.5-10% □       
	
	

	> 5-7.5% □            
	
	

	> 2.5-5%□            
	
	

	> 0 -2.5% □            
	
	

	0%□
	
	


A.9.d Do you have information about study fields in which joint programmes / joint degrees are most common? 
· Yes

· No

A.9.d.i If yes, please explain briefly.
A.10. National qualifications frameworks

A.10.a The BFUG working group on qualification frameworks has developed the following 10 steps to assess the progress made in establishing a national qualification framework. Please choose below the statement that best describes your national situation.
	
	Key Step
	Yes 
	No
	Date
	Comments

	1
	Decision to start has been taken by the national body responsible for higher education/Minister
	
	
	
	

	2
	The purpose(s) of the NQF have been agreed and outlined
	
	
	
	

	3
	The process of developing the NQF has been set up, with stakeholders identified and committee(s) established
	
	
	
	

	4
	The level structure, level descriptors (learning outcomes), and credit ranges have been agreed
	
	
	
	

	5
	Consultation / national discussion has taken place and the design of the NQF has been agreed by stakeholders

	
	
	
	

	6
	The NQF has been adopted in legislation or in other high level policy fora
	
	
	
	

	7
	Implementation of the NQF has started with agreement on the roles and responsibilities of Higher Education Institutions, Quality assurance agency(ies) and other bodies
  
	
	
	
	

	8
	Study programmes have been re-designed on the basis of the Learning Outcomes included in the NQF
	
	
	
	

	9
	Qualifications have been included in the NQF
	
	
	
	

	10
	The Framework has self-certified its compatibility with the European Framework for Higher Education 
	
	
	
	


A.10.b Does the NQF (proposal) include generic descriptors for each cycle in the NQF based on learning outcomes and competences?
· Yes 
· No
A.10.c Does the NQF (proposal) include credit ranges for the 1st and 2nd cycle? 
· Yes 
· No 
A.11. Recognition of qualifications

A.11.a Which institution/organisation is primarily responsible for recognising foreign qualifications for the purpose of academic study in your country?

· Higher education institution

· Central government authority (e.g. ministry)

· Regional government authority (e.g. ministry)

· Central specialised independent institution/agency

· Regional/local specialised independent institution

· Other
A.11.a.i If other, please specify
A.11.b Which institution/organisation is responsible for recognising foreign qualifications for the purpose of work in your country?
· Higher education institution

· Central government authority (e.g. ministry)

· Regional government authority (e.g. ministry)

· ENIC/NARIC centres
· Other central specialised independent institution/agency 

· Regional/local specialised independent institution

· Social partner (e.g. employers' organisation, unisons etc.)

· Individual employers

· Other

A.11.b.i If other, please specify
A.11.b.ii If you have an ENIC/NARIC centre, please note if it is  part of the ministry 
A.11.c Which of the following statements is outlined in national legislation? 
	
	 Outlined in national legislation

	Applicant's right to fair assessment of qualification
	

	Recognition of qualification provided that no substantive differences can be proven
	

	Where recognition is not granted, demonstration of substantial differences by the competent authority
	


A.11.c.i Please provide a reference to the relevant legislation.
A.11.d What measures exist to ensure that these legal statements are implemented in practice? 

A.11.e Do higher education institutions typically:  

· make recognition decisions at central level 

· make recognition decisions in faculties/departments
· Other
A.11.e.i If other, please explain
A.11.f Are higher education institutions' recognition policy and practice typically evaluated in external Quality Assurance processes? 

· Yes 

· No
· Sometimes (please explain)
A.11.g What measures exist to ensure that higher education institutions have fair recognition procedures for study and training periods abroad
? 
�It could be a quiet extensive answer


�In some cases it’s enough to have the first cycle qualification to access a 2nd cycle programme without any additional condition


�And what about recognition of students having ECTS obtained abroad ?
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