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The Mobility of teacher training students carries a great potential towards our joint efforts to encourage student mobility throughout the EHEA. Still, teacher training students are among the least mobile student groups in Europe today. 

Teacher training students will eventually become teachers and thus function as role models for new generations of pupils and students. If they are to explain the world to future generations they must have experienced it themselves. They should themselves have benefitted from the positive effect that the exchange with people from different cultures has on a student’s personality: There is evidence that young adults who have studied abroad become less fearful and irritable while at the same time more self-conscious and are able to handle criticism. These are competences which are desirable also in teachers who should have a strong personality. 

For these reasons, we need to particularly target teacher training students in our European endeavours to support and facilitate student mobility. Such targeted action by the EHEA Ministers could include:
· an acknowledgement of the importance of this particular student group as well as a commitment to improving the framework conditions, such as national regulation which may hinder the mobility of teacher training students
· a commitment to establishing a European internship exchange platform, possibly building on the community for schools in Europe - eTwinning 
· an encouragement to HEI to 
· recognise study periods abroad as well as foreign qualifications in accordance with the Lisbon Recognition Convention,
· include mobility windows into teacher training curricula, in particular ensure that teacher training students in the field of foreign languages spend at least one semester of study or internship in a native country of that language
· offer joint programmes in the field of teacher training
· promote exchange programmes, such as ERASMUS +, that offer funding for internships as a teaching assistent abroad.

The following paragraph should be included into the Yerevan Communiqué:

Acknowledging the particular importance of mobility in teacher training, we commit to improving the framework conditions for such mobility in our national systems as well as taking concerted action to support the exchange of internships via a European internship exchange platform. We encourage our Higher Education institutions to facilitate mobility in teacher training by inter alia designing curricula with mobility windows as well as integrated semesters abroad for language teacher students, offering joint programmes, ensuring smooth and fair recognition of periods spent abroad as well as promoting funding programmes for the exchange of teaching assistants.



