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Draft guidelines on description of Study Programmes in the EHEA: Recommendations on a common structure at national level 

Introduction

The Mobility Strategy 2020 for the EHEA: Mobility for a Better Learning
 encourages to the national HE systems to improve information about study programmes as a mean to increase mobility by facilitating short response times for international applicants and setting up or improving national websites providing information on study programmes and student support structures. In this context the BFUG is requested to explore the potential of using common standards for the description of study programmes at national level.

At institutional level
 the ECTS Course Catalogue within the ECTS User’s Guide includes a check list that is widely used by HEI, providing a suitable and consolidated framework for programmes description in the EHEA. The EUA Master Study made suggestions on the description of Master Courses. At national level there is still a lack of such a standardized approach that could facilitate aggregated information to international students outside the EHEA.
These guidelines are addressed to national agencies in its various forms: quality, promotion of national HE systems, managing agencies of EU educative programmes, etc., that provide information on national study programmes.

Purpose and Structure of the Guidelines  

The EHEA is an attractive destination for international students, mainly due to the common structure of study programmes and the quality assurance systems in place
. However there is an increasing competition at global level for recruitment of best international students and some surveys at national and European level show new areas and criteria in the international students’ choices that have to be attended at both institutional and national level.
There is considerable good practice at national and institutional level in the description of study programmes to improve international recruitment
. In addition there are study portals providing basic country specific information and links to national portals
.

This guidance relies on these practices. It has been developed with the purpose to provide an EHEA-wide set of shared and common principles and standards in order to improve the description of study programmes in the EHEA at national level in compliance with point 8 of the Mobility Strategy 2020 for the EHEA: Mobility for a Better Learning.
The guidance is not intended to be prescriptive but just a common reference for national internationalization agencies, reviewing good practices at national level and supporting its voluntary implementation by interested national agencies with full respect to specific national context situations allowing for flexibility in its consideration.

The guideline follows a student oriented approach, facilitating useful information to potential international students mainly outside but also inside the EHEA from the very first contact with the EHEA and national HE systems through admission and enrolment processes, learning and finally into further study and work opportunities. It gives recommendations and basic principles with links to additional sources of information.
Though considering the diversity of the student body, the guideline is intended for all international students mainly non-EHEA students but it can be also useful for EHEA students wanting to study in another EHEA country.

The following structure is proposed:
General principles on studying in the EHEA

Providing general principles and information on studying in the EHEA  
Pre – enrolment information

First contact point for interested international students. Advice on how the national agencies should promote, market and recruit international students. 
Admission 

Recommendations on information on admission and pre-arrival procedures at national level for international students
Enrolment 

Principles on information provided to international students on the enrolment process and student support, mentoring and guidance services.
Learning and teaching systems

Recommendations on the description of the learning and teaching methods, programmes of study and learning outcomes
Graduation and further studies
Advice on the provision of information on graduation procedures and progression to further studies in any EHEA country
Work opportunities

Principles on how to provide information on employability and work opportunities in different employment sectors public and private
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