6. Lifelong Learning
Please note: the terms highlighted in yellow will be defined in the glossary

Lifelong learning in higher education: concept and funding
6.1. Do steering documents for higher education in your country contain a definition of lifelong learning? 
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please provide the details on the exact formulation here (including references to relevant steering documents):

If no, please explain the common understanding of lifelong learning in higher education in your country:




6.2. Is lifelong learning a recognised mission of higher education institutions? 
	Yes, all institutions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Yes, some institutions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If lifelong learning is a recognised mission for all institutions, please indicate whether there are any legal requirements for higher education institutions to offer lifelong learning provision. Please also provide references to relevant steering documents:



	If lifelong learning is a recognised mission only for some institutions, please provide details on the institutions for which it is/it is not a recognised mission:



	Comments:



6.3. What are the main forms of lifelong learning in which higher education institutions are involved?
	
	% of institutions involved

	
	0
	1-5
	6-25
	26-50
	51-75
	75-95
	96+

	Formal (degree) higher education courses provided under flexible arrangements
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Non-formal (non-degree) courses 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Professionally-oriented upgrading of already achieved qualifications
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Recognition of prior learning
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Tailored-made provision for industry
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Outreach activities to attract non-traditional learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If other, please specify: 

	Comments: 




6.4. Are there legal restrictions or constraints for higher education institutions to offer lifelong learning provision? 
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please explain these restrictions:



6.5. Which forms of funding contribute to the budget for lifelong learning? 
	General higher education budget
	%

	Special budget for lifelong learning
	%

	Private contributions from students
	%

	Private contributions from business and industry
	%

	Means earned by higher education institutions themselves
	%

	TOTAL
	100%

	Comments:



6.6. To what degree is the provision of lifelong learning in higher education funded from the public budget?
	


Flexibility
6.7. In your country, do steering documents focus on promoting the flexible provision of higher education studies/programmes (e.g. changing the intensity of study programmes according to personal circumstances)?
	Yes, HE policy focuses on promoting the flexible provision of HE studies/programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No, there is no specific focus in HE policy on promoting the flexible provision of HE studies/programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please provide details on specific policy measures that exist in your country:  




'Part-time' studies
6.8. Which of the statements on formal student statuses best describes the situation in your country? 

	There are several student statuses (e.g. 'full-time', 'part-time', etc.) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	There is only one formal status for all students (i.e. the status of student) without any further distinctions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If there are several student statuses, please state what they are and how you define them:



	If there is only one student status without any further distinctions, please specify whether HE students in your country can change the pace of their studies (e.g. apply for a limited number of credits) and follow de facto part-time studies:

	Yes, HE students can change the pace of their studies and follow de facto part-time studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No, no such possibility does not exist in our HE system 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    




6.9. Please indicate which fees apply to students holding an alternative student status or to de facto part-time students. 

	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students pay the same amount of fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) as students enrolled in typical study arrangements 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students pay lower fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students following typical study arrangements 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students pay (or are likely to pay) higher fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students following typical study arrangements 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No fees for any category of students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No fees for students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    


6.10. Please indicate the amount of financial support, to which are eligible students holding a formal alternative student status or de facto part-time students. 

	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students are eligible for the same amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) as students following typical study arrangements
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students are eligible for a lower amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students following typical study arrangements (please specify in comments how the support is calculated)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students holding an alternative student status or de facto part-time students are eligible for a higher amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students following typical study arrangements (please specify in comments how the support is calculated)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No financial support for any category of students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No financial support for students holding a formal alternative student status or de facto part-time students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments:
	


6.11. Are there any higher education programmes in your country designed as 'part-time' programmes?  

	Yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If yes, please provide details on these programmes (in particular, how they differ from conventional higher education programmes): 




6.12. If there are higher education programmes designed as 'part-time' programmes, please specify which fees are paid by students who follow these programmes.  

	Students following part-time programmes pay the same amount of fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) as students enrolled in conventional programmes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students following part-time programmes pay lower fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students enrolled in conventional programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students following part-time programmes pay (or are likely to pay) higher fees for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students enrolled in conventional programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No fees for any category of programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No fees for part-time programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    


6.13. If there are higher education programmes designed as 'part-time' programmes, please specify the amount of financial support to which are eligible students who follow these programmes.  
	Students following part-time programmes are eligible for the same amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students enrolled in conventional programmes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students following part-time programmes are eligible for a lower amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students enrolled in conventional programmes (please specify in comments how the support is calculated)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Students following part-time programmes are eligible for a higher amount of financial support for the same volume of study (i.e. the same number of credits) than students enrolled in conventional programmes (please specify in comments how the support is calculated)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No financial support for any category of students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No financial support for students holding a formal alternative student status or de facto part-time students
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments:
	


6.14. Which of the following statements best describes the extent to which HE institutions offer part-time studies or other alternative forms of study?
	All higher education institutions are required to offer part-time studies or other alternative forms of study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Higher education institutions have autonomy to decide but most of them offer part-time studies or other alternative forms of study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Higher education institutions have autonomy to decide and only a limited number offers part-time studies or other alternative forms of study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    




Recognition of prior learning as a means to fulfil HE study programmes
6.15. Are higher education institutions obliged to ensure recognition procedures students who change their HE institution and/or resume their non-completed studies after a period outside the HE system have their prior formal learning recognised and validated?   

	


6.16. In your country, can prior non-formal and/or informal learning be taken into account/accredited towards fulfilments of a higher education study programme? If yes, please choose the statement that best describes your country-specific situation. 

	Yes…
	

	· but only non-formal learning can be taken into account/accredited towards a HE study programme/qualification
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· both non-formal learning and informal learning (including professional experience or volunteering) can be taken into account/accredited towards a HE study programme/qualification
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No, prior non-formal and/or informal learning cannot be taken into account/accredited towards a HE study programme/qualification 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other (please specify in comments)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    




6.17. If prior non-formal and/or informal learning can be taken into account/accredited towards fulfilments of a higher education study programme, please choose the statement that best applies to your country-specific situation. 

	Access to the recognition of prior non-formal and/or informal learning is a legal right for candidates and HE institutions must provide relevant procedures
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	HE institutions can autonomously decide whether they will provide relevant procedures
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    


	


6.18. If prior non-formal and/or informal learning can be taken into account/accredited towards fulfilments of higher education study programmes, please specify whether the process can lead to a complete award of a higher education qualification or whether it can only lead to a limited number of credits. 

	Recognition of non-formal and/or informal learning can lead to a complete award of a higher education qualification
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Recognition of non-formal and/or informal learning can only lead to a limited number of credits (please use comments to specify the maximum amount of credits)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Comments :    


	


6.19. If your answers to the four preceding questions were based on steering documents please specify the source (i.e. title of the document and link). If they are based on other sources (e.g. common practice of HE institutions), please specify it as well. 

	


6.20. Do steering documents in your country refer to any specific requirements towards those HE candidates/students who would like to fulfil their higher education modules/programme through the recognition of non-formal and/or informal learning? 

	Yes, steering documents refer to the following requirements: 
	

	· Specific age requirements (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Requirements related to the duration of prior professional experience (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Other (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No, there is no reference in steering documents to any requirements 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If steering documents contain references to specific requirements, please provide the details on the exact formulation here:  

Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s) here:   


6.21. Do steering documents in your country refer to methods and approaches that should be used to evaluate learning achievements of those HE candidates/students who would like to fulfil their higher education modules/programme through the recognition of non-formal and/or informal learning?  
	Yes, steering documents promote the following methods: 
	

	· Portfolio of evidence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Interview
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Specific tests or examinations (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	· Other (please specify below)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	No, there is no reference in steering documents to methods/approaches that should be used during the recognition process 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If steering documents contain references to methods listed above, please provide the details on the exact formulation here:  

Please also provide the full reference(s) to relevant document(s) here:   

If steering documents do not include such references, but you are able to indicate the most common method(s), please do so here:  




6.22. Based on your national statistics or estimates please indicate the proportion of higher education institutions which commonly use the recognition of prior non-formal and/or informal learning as a means of progression in HE studies (i.e. towards fulfilment of studies): 

	
	Official data based on central level monitoring
	Estimates

	Less than 5%
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5-25%
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	26-50%
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	51-75%
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	75-95%
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	96%+
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Information impossible to provide (no official data available and impossible to estimate)        
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If you could provide official data, please indicate the source:   



	Comments :    




6.23. Based on your national statistics or estimates please indicate (for the latest available year) the number and proportion of students who could benefit from the recognition of non-formal and/or informal and were exempted from some/all HE programme requirements:

	
	Official data based on central level monitoring (reference year)
	Estimates (reference year)

	N° of students per academic year benefiting from the recognition of prior non-formal and/or informal learning (programme exceptions)
	
	

	Proportion of students per academic year benefiting from the recognition of prior non-formal and/or informal learning (programme exceptions)
	%
	%

	Information impossible to provide (no official data available and impossible to estimate)        
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If you could provide official data, please indicate the source:   



	Comments :    




Other means of enhancing flexibility
6.24. Besides the approaches mentioned throughout this section, are there any other approaches to enhancing flexibility of higher education studies in your country? If yes, please specify what they are. 
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