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4th Bologna Policy Statement, 2015 Yerevan- Zero draft

We, the Ministers responsible for Higher Education and Heads of Delegation to the Fourth Bologna Policy Forum met in Yerevan to reaffirm and further our cooperation to develop higher education whose public authorities, higher education institutions, students and staff are committed to democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.  We reaffirm our interest in the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) and in using its principles as a successful example of cooperation in higher education, to be adapted to other regional contexts.  We also recognize the contribution by other regions, through their own experience of policy and practice, to the further development of the EHEA. 

The policy dialogue and cooperation between the EHEA and other countries therefore need to be continued and strengthened, taking due account of the diverse educational, political, economic and cultural landscapes of our regions and countries. We have identified a number of common challenges that should drive our joint cooperation for the future, such as demographic changes, conflicts and political extremisms and the current crisis affecting many of our countries.
We will therefore build on what we have in common while also enabling individual education systems to draw on their particular strengths and traditions. Diversity and the various aspects of the policy dialogue imply involvement of all levels: regional, national and institutional. 

The Fourth Bologna Forum focused on cooperation between the EHEA and [it may be challenging to find a short name to include all participants….].  It considered the role and goals of higher education in developing societies that are sustainable culturally, economically, socially, and politically. It also focused on the role of structural reforms, including mobility schemes and joint programmes.

The EHEA structural reforms and transparency instruments as well as similar initiatives in other regions should serve as a basis to further regional cooperation, building on the results of current projects implemented by the different international organisations, national authorities and HEIs. These include the use of learning outcomes and of common reference points in the design and delivery of study programmes, quality assurance capacity building, the development of qualifications frameworks, mobility and recognition as well as credit systems, joint degrees, doctoral education.  

In our further cooperation, we will in particular give priority to:

· Developing national qualifications frameworks, including developing methodologies to establish compatibility between national frameworks within the EHEA – aligned with the QF-EHEA – and national frameworks developed by [again, we need to find a good term to designate the other countries participating in the 2015 BPF]

· Developing cooperation in quality assurance, with a view to further developing mutual trust in our education systems and their qualifications. We will encourage quality assurance agencies from participating countries to work towards inclusion in the European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR).
· Improving the mutual recognition of qualifications, through improved information, the joint development and dissemination of recognition practice and methodology. We encourage UNESCO to initiate review of the regional conventions for the Mediterranean Region and the Arab States with a view to incorporating the key principles and provisions of the Lisbon and Tokyo Conventions, as well as to reactivate the MERIC Network. 

· Cooperating in developing and implementing credit transfer system, taking due account of ECTS and its recently revised Users’ guide.

At institutional level, we will encourage and support academic cooperation for the development of joint projects to implement the policies and tools needed for the full implementation of reforms and for the development of learner-centred learning environments. 
We, the Ministers responsible for Higher Education and Heads of Delegation to the Fourth Bologna Policy Forum, recognize that successful policy dialogue requires sustained use of a variety of working methods, including conferences, seminars, working groups, studies, pilot projects and peer learning activities, between the Bologna Policy Fora. We commit to piloting such cooperation for our countries and regions and ask the Bologna Secretariat, in close cooperation with the BFUG, the Bologna Board and representatives of [again, the terminology challenge] to oversee this cooperation.  

The next Bologna Policy Forum will be organized in 2018 in ….
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