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Outline of the thematic session (EIT) at the March 2012 BFUG meeting,

20 March 2012

The Bologna Follow-Up Group’s choice of a March 2012 thematic session is the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)/Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) and how they link higher education, research and innovation. 
The thematic session aims to introduce the EIT to the BFUG, to present the education side of the EIT/KICs and how the new approaches of the EIT can benefit the European Higher Education Area. 

The European Commission has presented the EIT Strategic Innovation Agenda in the context of the EU2020 Strategy. The thematic session will look ahead as to how the EIT is to develop from 2014 onwards. Further, focus will be on the EIT Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) as they are following new approaches to issues such as learning outcomes, quality assurance and recognition of EIT degrees, with a strong emphasis on entrepreneurship and innovation skills. 
The session will aim to answer some of the following questions:

· How does the EIT’s educational mission differ from the educational mission at a European higher education institution? 
· How is higher education to be developed as an important cornerstone of the EIT Strategic Innovation Agenda (SIA)?
· What are the challenges in making EIT a success? What has the evaluation of EIT shown?

· How can EIT create synergies with the European Higher Education Area?
Draft programme

09.00-09.15 Introduction: Future priorities and the role of higher education in the Strategic Innovation Agenda (SIA)

Speaker: Jordi Curell, Director, Higher Education, European Commission 

09.15-09.30 Creating innovative education through EIT

Speaker: Prof. Anders Flodström, Vice Chairman of the EIT Governing Board

Topic: Introduction to the EIT with a focus on the strategy for innovative approaches to graduate education integrating scientific progression with entrepreneurial and creativity skills.
Three Excellence Models of Education in the EIT Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs)

09.30-09.50 Speaker: Hannu Terhunen, Education Coordinator for KIC-ICT labs
09.50-10.10 Speaker: Torsten Fransson, Education Coordinator for KIC-Energy

10.10-10.30 Speaker: Richard Templer, Education Coordinator KIC-Climate

10.30-11.20 Discussion with the BFUG: 

Diverse Approaches – Shared Vision: The Modernisation of Higher Education and Research 
Moderator: BFUG member (tbd)

Panellists: Representative from the European Commission, Prof. Anders Flodström and the Education Coordinators.
11.20-11.30 Wrap-up by Commission 

Speaker: Jordi Curell, European Commission

Topic: The innovative approach of the EIT as a contribution to the EHEA.
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