	[image: image1.png]-~
eurostat
g




	[image: image2.jpg]E.

EURYDIC




	[image: image3.png]eurostudent.eu





[image: image4.jpg]HIS 2 e

& System GmbH







1. introduction
This chapter provides a general introduction to the EHEA with contextual features of the 47 Bologna countries.
1.1. The Bologna process
This section provides the context for and intention of the integrated implementation report. It highlights how it differs from the previous reports. 

The section also sets the scene for the following chapters with a 1 page history of the Bologna process up to 2010 and the move to establishing the EHEA (source: policy documents/previous BFUG stocktaking/Focus reports).
[To be added.]

1.2. Context
This section aims to show the differences in countries that are united in the EHEA. It provides an understanding of the different structures, sizes and conditions under which higher education functions in the 47 signatory countries.
1.2.1 Student population

The size of the student population is very diverse in the 47 countries of the EHEA region. Total numbers shown in Figure 1.1 vary between 684 in Liechtenstein and 2.739.280 in Turkey, with students from the 5 countries with the highest number of tertiary education students (Germany, France, Poland, the United Kingdom and Turkey) taking up more than 50 % of the student population of the whole EHEA region. This means that Bologna countries have to implement policies in very different contexts.
Figure 1.1: Total number of tertiary education students aged 18 to 34, 2009
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Notes
Greece and Luxembourg: data is from 2008; Albania: data is from 2006.
Source
Eurostat
Figure 1.2: Growth of student population aged 18 to 34 in tertiary education between 1999 and 2009, %
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Notes
Greece: from 1999 to 2008; Slovakia: from 2000 to 2009; Liechtenstein and Croatia: from 2003 to 2009; Switzerland: from 2002 to 2009. No growth rate is presented for Luxembourg and Albania due to many missing years.

Source
Eurostat

Concerning the growth of the total student population between 1999 and 2009, the picture remains rather mixed (see Figure 1.2). There has been a slight decrease in student numbers in three countries (Bulgaria, Portugal and Spain), while the number of students has more than doubled in Cyprus, Romania and Turkey since 1999. In general, student population grew by more than 29 % in half of the countries and by less than 29 % in the other half.

Certainly, changes in the student population partly depend on general demographic changes. Figure 1.3 shows whether steering documents for higher education explicitly take account of demographic projections in the EHEA countries.

Figure 1.3: Do steering documents for higher education policy explicitly take account of demographic projections for your country?
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1.2.2. Higher education institutions

The type and number of higher education institutions also vary among the Bologna countries. HEIs can be academically or professionally oriented; can be publicly or privately founded and funded; or there might be other distinctions applied in a given country context.
Figure 1.4 shows the countries in which the distinction between academically and professionally oriented institutions applies. This distinction refers to the institutions and not to the programmes: in many cases, both academically and professionally oriented institutions can offer academic and professional programmes; or else, there might be no distinction between institutions, but there could still be a difference between the orientations of the study programmes. Nevertheless, sometimes the presence of a distinction between the institutions is not clear-cut. For example, in many countries, old differences between academically and professionally oriented institutions still exist formally, but – partly due to the Bologna process – actual differences are diminishing or have ceased to exist altogether. Therefore, data shown on Figure 1.4 should be interpreted with caution.

According to Figure 1.4, there is at least a formal distinction between academically and professionally oriented higher education institutions in the majority countries. All HEIs are considered academically oriented in four countries (Spain, Slovakia, Liechtenstein and Switzerland), while this distinction does not apply in eight countries.

Figure 1.4: Types of HEIs: academically or professionally oriented
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Source
Eurydice
Another possible distinction to be made is between public and private higher education institutions. This distinction refers mainly to the source of funding: whether HEIs are financed from public or private sources. This also means that privately founded HEIs funded mainly by the state or from public sources are considered as public institutions here.
Figure 1.5 shows the countries in which the distinction between public and private institutions applies. As the figure shows, there are both public and private HEIs in the vast majority of the Bologna countries. However, the weight of private institutions might differ within a country. Whereas some countries have more private institutions than public ones, in several others the number of private institutions is fairly small in comparison to public HEIs. All institutions are primarily publicly funded in nine education systems (Andorra, Belgium (French-speaking Community), Denmark, Greece, Finland, Italy and the United Kingdom (Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland)). 
Figure 1.5: Types of HEIs: public or private
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Source
Eurydice
1.2.3. Public expenditure on higher education

It is also interesting to compare public expenditure on higher education in the EHEA region. One indicator of public spending on tertiary education is the public expenditure per GDP ratio. This indicator "represents the share of available income generated in an economy which is allocated to higher education" (Eurostat & Eurostudent 2009, p. 75). As Figure 1.6 shows, in 2008, annual public expenditure on higher education was highest in Denmark and Norway in comparison to the countries' GDP (more than 2 %). This annual public expenditure was the lowest in Liechtenstein (0.17 % of GDP). Half of the countries spend more than 1.13 % of GDP on higher education, while the other half spends less.
One can also examine the changes in this annual spending per GDP ratio (see Figure 1.7). Between 2002 and 2008 the annual expenditure per GDP ratio increased in 16 countries where data is available, stagnated in 3 and decreased in 11 countries. The growth was the highest in Croatia and Romania (more than 60 %), while the largest decrease of annual expenditure was in Liechtenstein (the annual expenditure per GDP ratio in 2008 was around half of its 2002 value). The median for the Bologna countries is a slight increase in annual public expenditure per GDP (around 3 %).
Figure 1.6: Annual public expenditure on education, at tertiary level of education (ISCED 5-6) as % of GDP, 2008
[image: image22.png]25

15

0,5

BEBG CZ DK DE EE IE GR ES FR IT CY LV LT LUHUMTNL AT PL PTRO SI SK FI SE UK IS LI NOCHHRMKTR ALRU





Notes
Romania and Liechtenstein: 2007; Russia: 2009

Source
Eurostat

Figure 1.7: Growth of annual public expenditure on education, at tertiary level of education (ISCED 5-6) as % of GDP, 2002 to 2008
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Notes
Romania and Liechtenstein: from 2002 to 2007

Belgium (2002): Expenditure excludes independent private institutions and the German-speaking Community. 

Denmark (2002): Expenditure at post secondary non-tertiary levels of education is not available. 

Cyprus (2002): Including financial aid to students studying abroad. 

Slovakia (2002): Expenditure at ISCED 5B is included under upper secondary level of education. 

United Kingdom (2002): Adjustment of GDP to the financial year that is running from 1st of April to 31st of March.
Croatia (2002): Expenditure on educational institutions from public sources. 

Iceland (2002): Expenditure at post secondary non-tertiary level of education is partly included under tertiary level of education.
Source
Eurostat
Another indicator looks at public expenditure on higher education in comparison to other areas in the budget. Figure 1.8 shows annual public expenditure allocated to tertiary education as a percentage of total public expenditure. The countries with the highest share of tertiary education are Norway (5.14 %), Cyprus (4.38 %) and Denmark (4.13 %), while the countries where the smallest percentage of the budget is allocated to higher education in comparison to other countries are Italy (1.69 %) and the United Kingdom (1.76 %). Half of the countries spend more than 2.75 % of their budget on tertiary education, while the other half spends less.

Figure 1.8: Annual public expenditure allocated to tertiary education as a percentage of total public expenditure, 2008
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Notes
Romania: 2007; Russia: 2009

Source
Eurostat
Figure 1.9: Growth of annual public expenditure allocated to tertiary education as a percentage of total public expenditure, 2002 to 2008
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Notes
Romania: from 2002 to 2007

Belgium (2002): Expenditure excludes independent private institutions and the German-speaking Community. 

Cyprus (2002): Including financial aid to students studying abroad.

Portugal (2002): Expenditure at local level of government is not available.

Slovakia (2002): Expenditure at ISC 5B is included under upper secondary level of education.

Croatia (2002): Expenditure on educational institutions from public sources. 

Iceland (2002): Expenditure at post secondary non-tertiary level of education is partly included under tertiary level of education.
Source
Eurostat
Concerning the growth of the annual public expenditure on higher education per total expenditure ratio, the Bologna median again indicates a slight increase between 2002 and 2008 (around 2.5 %). In this period, the share of annual expenditure on tertiary education increased in the majority of countries, with the highest increase being in Romania (more than 50 %). The share of higher education expenditure in the total budget decreased the most in the United Kingdom and Lithuania between 2002 and 2008 (see Figure 1.9). 
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