PRESS RELEASE
ESIB RELEASES A REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
BOLOGNA IN EUROPE
ESIB’s Bologna Process Committee spent much of the last year collecting data from across
Europe on the implementation of the Bologna Process. This has led to some very interesting
results which have been compiled into the third edition of ‘Bologna With Student Eyes’.
The report will be presented to European Ministers of Education by ESIB Chairperson Koen Geven on
Thursday at their Bologna Follow-Up summit in London. It highlights that many European
governments are picking those commitments which fit their national agenda, and neglect others at the
same time: "All countries are implementing the common Bachelor/Master structure, but only
few take really care about the social situation of students in their country, although the Social
Dimension has been marked as a priority of the Bologna Process for two years", says Koen
"This à la carte approach endangers Bologna's success, it can only work as a package."
Covering 36 European countries, the report analyses how the commitments made in the Bologna
Process are implemented in practice at national level. The authors deduce that many reforms are
carried out only superficially: "The European credit system ECTS should facilitate mobility and
put the learner in the center, but countries are not implementing it properly. Credits are not
fully comparable within Europe", says Bruno Carapinha, of the Bologna Process Committee.
Mobility of students, although one of the key Bologna objectives, remains connected to many
obstacles. "Student grants and loans are not fully portable for studies abroad yet, and
additional financial support is missing. Not all students can afford to be mobile", says Bruno.
The report also reveals the unequal treatment of foreign students in many countries. Problems related
to visa regulations and work permits are a major hurdle for non-EU students.
To read a PDF version of this report, please follow this link:
http://www.esib.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=583&Itemid=263
ESIB representatives will be available in London for personal interviews from Wednesday noon.
Please contact Bea Uhart for any arrangements.
For further information, please contact:
Bea Uhart on +32 473 669 894, or bea@esib.org
Bologna Process Committee at bpc@esib.org
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