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March 2014 Progress Report –Bologna Pathfinder Group on Automatic Recognition
Report on the last meeting (6 Feb 2014) and next steps
The pathfinder group on automatic recognition's 5th meeting took place on Feb 6 2014 in Brussels and focused on the following points:

· Progress updates from pathfinder group countries since the last meeting

Benelux: Countries informed the PfG that automatic recognition has been accepted as an action line for Benelux-cooperation. Appropriate measures will be taken this year to formalise automatic recognition between the Benelux-countries. 

Belgium (Flemish Community): BE-nl informed the PfG about discussions with stakeholders on the Flanders’ higher education law of July 2013, enacting automatic recognition on a legally binding basis. 
Nordic and Baltic ENIC/NARIC: Possible cooperation will be discussed at the upcoming NORRIC meeting, consulting with Baltic NARICs. EE is proposing among Baltic NARICs to revisit the Baltic agreement on recognition from 2000, with the intention of moving towards more explicit AR in the region.

Western Balkans: SI and HR are preparing a proposal for a meeting of WB countries, possibly in May, also with other relevant stakeholders, with a possible focus on the development of QA in the region.
Germany: HE ministers of the Länder decided in mid-2013 that the LRC had to be applied to all recognition procedures, also in a purely national context and within institutions. HRK has been raising awareness as regards the LRC through information workshops, and via a DAAD prize for exemplary recognition practices. HEIs see the benefits of promoting an efficient, fair recognition culture, closely linked to their internationalisation strategies. 

· Student consultations – updated ESN report

The Erasmus Student Network provided an update of the ESNSurvey 2014's results, reporting on students' views on recognition, and underlining that:

· Fear of not getting recognition is a barrier to degree-mobility;
· 9% of (degree-)mobile students had problems with recognition;
· The main problem for students were long administrative procedures, followed by the degree not meeting all conditions for recognition, high administrative costs, and the non-existence of the degree in another country.

In addition to clearly demonstrating the strong need for an improvement of the current recognition situation, ESN underlined that student's expectations towards policy-makers as regards improving recognition procedures were very high.

· PfG survey on recognition processes in higher education institutions
HR presented the results of the survey on HEIs' recognition processes conducted by the PfG, focusing inter alia on:
· The criteria used by higher education institutions in the recognition procedure;

· The rising importance of Quality Assurance for recognition processes;

· The timeframe needed for taking recognition decisions;

· The possibility of appeals against negative recognition decisions;
· Erasmus+ Key Action 3: Prospective initiatives-call
The European Commission informed countries about the E+ Key Action 3: Prospective initiatives-call, providing support to policy experimentations trialling improved recognition practices:
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/funding/key-action-3-prospective-initiatives-european-policy-experimentation-eacea-102014_en
· Autumn 2014 report to BFUG

The PfG discussed the possible content for its report to the BFUG.
Work programme overview

The Group is currently agreeing on the scope and possible recommendations to be contained in its report to ministers in 2015, and is in the process of drafting an initial version. It plans to submit the report to the Structural Reforms Working Group in time to incorporate its views before the BFUG meeting in autumn 2014. 
The next meeting of the pathfinder group will be held on 15 May 2014.
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