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BFUG Working Group "Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process"

Report to BFUG meeting in Athens, 9/10 April 2014

In this period since the Board meeting in Tbilisi, the Working group has:  
· reported to the BFUG meeting on 7-8 Nov BFUG Vilnius and
· held a WG meeting on 15 November, 2013 in Riga
· overseen the finalisation of the BFUG/Eurydice questionnaire for the 2015 report. 
Summary of WG results:
At the time of writing this report, the data collection for the report is underway, having been launched on time at the end of January. The BFUG/EURYDICE electronic questionnaire should be completed and submitted by 30 April 2014. 

----------------------------------
Principles of 2015 report
The WG reporting works according to the agreed principles for the 2015 Report:
· 2015 report should be even more outcome-oriented 
· Focus on changes that have taken place since 2012 
· Structure should be broadly the same as the 2012 edition, thus ensuring continuity
· Political interference should be minimized
· Importance should be given to readability and the report should not be shortened at the expense of its accuracy (BFUG Board Zagreb).
Developing/choosing indicators
In accordance with the above principles a major group of core indicators remain unchanged from the 2012 report with a view to ensure comparability over time. However, minor amendments/improvements were needed to the wording of some indicators.
Some new indicators have been proposed to respond to evolving policy priorities. In particular the internationalisation and social dimension working groups proposed more indicators in their chapters. 
A substantial number of additional  indicators/ additional questions have been added to the questionnaire and many of them were submitted only a couple of days before the Vilnius BFUG meeting  (e.g. a substantial number of suggestions regarding the third cycle).  

Non-scorecard indicators 
In total the number of non-scorecard indicators is over 90 (Context of the EHEA -10 indicators; Degrees & Qualifications - 22; Quality Assurance -7; Social Dimension  - 21; Outcomes and Employability - 15; Lifelong Learning - 14; Mobility of students and staff – 13).

Scorecard indicators 
The nine Scorecard indicators inherited from the previous reports are:  Implementation of the first and 2nd cycle; Access to the next cycle;  Implementation of NQFs; Development of external QA system; Student participation in QA; International participation in external QA; Implementation of the DS; Implementation of ECTS; Recognition of prior learning; Implementation of the principles of the Lisbon Convention.

Ten new scorecard indicators  have been proposed, including six indicators suggested by the WG reporting:
· Level of cross-border activity of QA agencies; (data source – Eurydice/WG survey)
· Portability of grants and loans; (data source - Eurydice/Eurostudent)
· Financial support to disadvantaged students; (data source - source Eurydice/Eurostudent)
· Information, guidance and counselling for students; (data source -Eurydice/Eurostudent);
· Outgoing Mobility; (data source - Eurostat)
· Financial support for mobility to disadvantaged students (data source -Eurydice/Eurostudent)
and four  indicators suggested by other BFUG working groups :
· System-Level recognition of three cycle degrees and credits ("Automatic" recognition);
· Employers participation in structural reform; 
· Lifelong Learning; 
· Internationalisation. 

In its meeting in Riga on 15 Nov, 2013 the WG Reporting agreed that the final decision on the inclusion of new scorecard indicators should be made after the data collection, i.e. after April 2014, with the Reporting WG itself making a proposal to be presented to the BFUG. The data collected will also be subject to a feasibility analysis undertaken by the data collectors to decide whether particular data is sufficiently reliable to be included in a scorecard indicator, or in another form in the report.

Data Collection: 
1) The BFUG questionnaire

Some observations from the WG Reporting Meeting of 15 Nov, 2013  
· All the WGs had been given an opportunity to comment on what should be covered in the report. The length of the questionnaires is partly due to the feedback received from the WGs who have proposed new questions and topics, but also consider that all indicators in 2012 should be maintained. 
· The most significant changes in the questionnaire were made in the sections on employability and LLL in order to get better information, while the Social dimension questions also aim for more focused output from the countries. 
· The questionnaire had also considered the input provided by the Ad-Hoc WG on the 3rd cycle concerning doctoral education in the EHEA.
· Funding issues are not explored in any depth in the questionnaire, and it was pointed out that it is important to have indications of how much has been invested in higher education in the countries. This topic, however, will mainly be analysed through Eurostat data.
2)	Statistical data

Country coverage required for the Report goes beyond that normally provided by Eurostat. To acquire the data, Eurostat has launched a call for tender and will work with a sub-contractor. This work is now underway, and  is scheduled to be completed by the autumn.

3) Eurostudent. 

The Eurostudent project is being carried out in a two-stage process. On 1 November 2013 it entered into a stage of data delivery and control. There were two waves of countries doing data delivery in different time periods. For the first group, field studies were conducted in the spring of 2013. This group submitted the data in December 2013. The data control phase would be finished by the end of March.  Starting from spring 2014 the field phase of data collection for the second group of countries should begin.

Important deadlines

	Jan 31, 2014
	Sending questionnaire to countries 

	Feb 12, 2014
	WG Reporting to BFUG board in Astana

	Apr 9-10, 2014
	WG Reporting to BFUG in Athens

	Apr 30, 2014
	Deadline for data submission

	May 1, 2014 
	Analysis of material, and development of planning for integrating data from Eurostat, Eurostudent and Eurydice and consultation with the relevant working groups

	Jul 2, 2014  

	WG meeting in Riga: first discussion of the structure of the implementation report, draft chapters; scorecard indicators

	October
	BFUG meeting - presentation of preliminary results.

	5 November 

	WG Implementation meeting in Luxembourg :
Second discussion on the draft report, finalisation of the scorecard indicator proposals and discussion of issues for conclusions and recommendations.

	End of 2014
	Draft integrated report and conclusions to be sent to BFUG

	2015

	January 
	BFUG: discussion of draft integrated report and of the conclusions prepared by the WG Implementation in October

	January-February  2015
	(if necessary) WG meeting in Riga: last amendments to final report

	March 
	Print-ready electronic version of the integrated report provided to BFUG

	May 2015
	Presentation of final integrated report to the ministerial conference
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