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REPORT OF THE SOCIAL DIMENSION AND LIFELONG LEARNING WORKING GROUP
Introduction
The Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning Working Group (SD&LLL WG) is co-chaired by Brian Power (Ireland) and Elisabeth Gehrke (the European Students’ Union (ESU). 18 countries – Armenia, Austria, Belgium/Flemish Community, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Romania, Ukraine and the United Kingdom/Scotland – and 6 organisations – the European Commission (EC), Education International (EI), EURASHE, ESU, European University Association (EUA) and PL4SD project are represented in the WG. 

Working group meetings
The working group held its fourth meeting on the 3-4 April 2014 in Vienna, hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry for Science, Research and Economy. The meeting was held in connection with the PL4SD interim conference. 
14 countries, 6 organisations, and the Secretariat attended the meeting. Belgium/Flemish Community, EUA, and UK sent apologies. 
The meetings of the SD&LLL WG follow the format of having a thematic session in the beginning of the meetings on the first day and internal work on the following day. At the meeting in Vienna the focus of the thematic sessions was on access. Guest speakers where invited from the European Access Network and ECHO from the Netherlands which gave valuable input to the discussions on access. 
The internal sessions of the meeting focused mainly on discussing the prepared input from the thematic groups. The thematic group on Access presented a first draft of the National Access Plan guidelines. The national access plan guidelines are intended as a tool for ministries, they will be annexed to the WG’s final report but will not be binding due to their nature. The role and purpose as well as the content of the document were discussed. Moreover, the WG also considered whether the issue of national access plans are relevant for all countries. The two thematic groups on lifelong learning and employability, and student supports and services presented and prepared background material towards the final report. 
The SD&LLL WG was informed of the recommendations of the BFUG Board at its meeting in Astana in February 2014 that the WG final reports be focused and contain a limited number of political recommendations. Thus, the subgroups in the working group are charged with preparing each one or two sentences towards the Communiqué as well as supporting material until the middle of May that would serve as a basis for the WG’s key recommendation(s) to the Ministers in Yerevan. Nearly all of the groups have produced background material and the recommendations are becoming clearer after the discussions. The deadline for the subgroups to produce their suggestion for one main conclusion for the Yerevan Communiqué is 1 May 2014 and for the background material 19 May 2014. 

At the meeting the second draft of the Strategy for the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning was presented and discussed. Input was given and it was agreed that some structural changes are needed as well as sliming of the document to ensure adoptability in Yerevan. The Mobility Strategy to 2020 for the EHEA has acted as the basis for the document and it outlines the approach from the ministers on the social dimension and lifelong learning until 2020.

There were several discussions under several points about the relationship between the final report, the Strategy and the National Access Plan guidelines. It was agreed that there would be an interim meeting in July 2014 with a smaller group to sort out which document the prepared content will belong to in the end. This background material that has been produced by the WG will feed into the final report, Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning strategy and National Access Plan guidelines depending on their relevance to these documents. The structure and content of the final report was discussed and agreed upon in a broad mandate for the Secretariat to change it if necessary. 
PL4SD
The working group meeting was held in connection with the PL4SD interim conference. There was a general consensus that the conference was very useful. In connection with the conference the PL4SD online database was launched. The members of the working group agreed to increase support for gathering measures for PL4SD. Quality assurance of the measures where also discussed as well how the project results will feed into the final report of the WG. 
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