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1. Welcome and Introduction to the BFUG Meeting by the Chairs

Welcome by Lithuania
The Vice-Minister of Education and Science of Lithuania, Rimantas Vaitkus, welcomed the participants to the BFUG meeting and stressed that Lithuania is actively involved in the Bologna Process since joining the EHEA. The Vice-Minister stressed that he was among the participants and had eye witnessed when the Bologna Declaration was signed in 1999. It was also highlighted that Bologna Process has been steadily gaining momentum with the reforms finally changing the face of the higher education (HE) across Europe. After a brief introduction of the main issues to be addressed at the BFUG meeting, the Vice-Minister expressed his best wishes for a productive and meaningful meeting.  

The Chair, Ms. Jolanta Spurgienė (Lithuania), opened the meeting while congratulating the outgoing BFUG Co-Chairs, Ireland and Croatia, for the productive six-month period of the BFUG Co-Chairmanship and also for the smooth handover of the BFUG Co-Chairing responsibilities to Lithuania and Georgia, which took place on 16 September 2013 in Tbilisi. The Chair also expressed her appreciation to Georgia for hospitality during the BFUG Board meeting in Tbilisi held on 17 September 2013 as well as to the Secretariat for the good preparation of all the documents for the Vilnius BFUG meeting. 

The Chair advised that the two main priorities of the Lithuanian EU Presidency in the field of education are quality and efficiency and she outlined the main official events that were planned during the Lithuanian EU Presidency.  
The Chair stressed that the purpose of the meeting of the DG on HE, which was held on 23-24 September 2013, was to discuss the efficiency of funding of HE and impact of diverse funding mechanisms on the effectiveness of HE. One of the key dimensions of this diversity is the level of different forms of private funding of HE systems. Discussions on efficiency have proved that whatever the arrangements in place in the different Member States, all of them attest to efforts to implement performance-based funding. 
The objective of the Conference on Higher Education “European Higher Education in the World” held on 5-6 September 2013, was to debate on how internationalisation can be best achieved by different countries as well as HE institutions. 

The upcoming events of the Lithuania EU Presidency are the following: 

· DG Vocational Education and Training, 11-12 November 2013;

· Conference on VET,12-13 November, 2013;

· DG General Education,2-3 December 2013.

The Chair informed the BFUG that there were 74 participants present at the meeting and apologies were received from EUROSTUDENT, Eurydice, Slovenia and Switzerland. The following countries were not present at the meeting, though being registered: Iceland, Montenegro and Serbia. No information and notification has been received from the following countries and organisations: Albania, Estonia, EUROSTAT, Malta, Russian Federation, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Ukraine, UNESCO. 
           Welcome by Georgia
Ms. Elene Jibladze (Georgia) highlighted that since signing the Bologna Declaration in 2005, Georgia has developed its HE in line with the main principals of the Bologna Process. Although during the past few years the visibility of Georgia has decreased at the BFUG meetings, the country re-establishes its commitment and participation in the Bologna Process. It was also noted that Georgian BFUG Co-Chairmanship was used to raise the attractiveness of the Bologna Process at the national level. The Georgian Co-Char also recalled the wish of the Georgian Minister of Education expressed during the Tbilisi Board meeting, to include Georgian delegates in the WGs, especially in the Structural Reforms WG.  
As for the upcoming events, it was noted that a national conference on HE reforms will be organised in December 2013. 
2. Adoption of the agenda
Documents:         Documents:      BFUG_LT_GE_37_2a [Draft agenda] 

                           BFUG_LT_GE_37_2b [Draft annotated agenda]

The agenda was adopted without any amendments.
3.   Draft minutes of the BFUG Board meeting, Tbilisi, 17 September 2013 and the draft outcome of proceedings of the BFUG meeting, Dublin, 14-15 March 2013

Documents:      BFUG_LT_GE_37_3a [BFUG Board Tbilisi draft minutes] 

BFUG_LT_GE_37_3b [BFUG Dublin draft outcome of proceedings]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_3b_Annex1 [Thematic session on EIT]

The draft outcome of proceedings of the Dublin BFUG meeting was endorsed without any amendments. The BFUG took note of the Tbilisi BFUG Board meeting draft minutes with a suggestion for minor rephrasing. 

4.  2012-2015 BFUG Work Plan and Terms of References of the WGs/Networks/Ad-Hoc WGs, Proposal for the Co-Chairs’ coordination meeting of the 2012-2015 BFUG Work plan structures

Documents:      BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a [Work plan 2012-2015]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex1 [ToR of the Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex2 [ToR of the Structural Reforms WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex3 [ToR of the Network of National Correspondents (NQF)]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex4 [Draft ToR of the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Network]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex5 [ToR of the Revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide Ad-Hoc WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex6 [ToR of the Third Cycle Ad-Hoc WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex7 [ToR of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex8 [ToR of the Mobility and Internationalisation WG]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4a_Annex9 [ToR of the Network of Experts on Student Support in Europe (NESSIE)]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_4b [Proposal for the coordination meeting]

Ms. Gayane Harutyunyan, the Head of the Bologna Secretariat, recalled the main decisions made during the Dublin BFUG meeting concerning the 2012-2015 BFUG Work Plan and Terms of References (ToR) of its structures. The ToRs of the WGs were endorsed, while:

· ToR of NESSIE was subject to revision according to the Bucharest Communiqué;

· ToR of the RPL Network was not endorsed by the BFUG and the Network was asked to align its ToR with the Bucharest Communiqué. 
Both Networks followed the recommendations made by the BFUG. Moreover, the RPL Network incoming and outgoing Chairs revised the ToR in consultation with the Co-Chairs of the Structural Reforms WG as well as discussed it during the Network’s meeting held on 26-27 September 2013 in Krakow. 

During NESSIE’s annual meeting held on 23-24 May 2013, both Peter Greisler, the Co-Chair of the Mobility and Internationalisation WG and Brian Power, the Co-Chair of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG, were present for facilitation of the links of the two working groups with the Network. The ToR of the Network was also discussed during NESSIE’s Co-Chairs handover meeting organised on 25 September 2013 in Zagreb. 

The following comments were made:

· The role of the Networks has changed: besides exchanging information, they also aim to have their input in the policy recommendations;

· If the BFUG agrees that Georgia joins the Structural Reforms WG, the composition of the WG indicated in the ToR should be changed correspondingly;

· It is recommended to include a point in the ToR of the RPL Network indicating that the Network should cooperate more with the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG;

· EURASHE will organise further events in cooperation with the RPL Network. 

The BFUG endorsed the ToR of the RPL Network and NESSIE. It was also agreed to include Georgia among the members of the Structural Reforms Working Group. 
The Head of the Secretariat also introduced the proposal of the coordination meeting of the Co-Chairs of the 2012-2015 Work Plan structures, while highlighting the purpose of the meeting as well as the expected outcomes. It was stressed that the proposal had also been brought to the attention of the Board, which favoured the idea by recommending the organisation of the event a day before the BFUG meeting in Athens. 
The BFUG stressed that:
· The meeting will help to drive the process focusing on the outcomes;
· It is important to find out what kind of discussion is expected during the meeting concerning the last point of the paper: Discussions and suggestions regarding Yerevan Ministerial Conference and the Fourth Bologna Policy Forum;
· It will be a platform to brainstorm on the effective structures after 2015;
· It will be useful to have a written outcome of the meeting. 

The BFUG agreed to organise a coordination meeting of the Co-Chairs of the 2012-2015 Work Plan structures end-on with the BFUG meeting in Athens. Moreover, it was noted that during the BFUG Board meeting in Astana, the Board will discuss whether only the Co-Chairs of the four main WGs will participate in the meeting or the Co-Chairs of the Ad-Hoc WGs/Networks will also join the meeting. 
	5.     Reports from the Chairs of the working groups

5a.  WG on Reporting on the Bologna Process Implementation

Document:            BFUG_LT_GE_37_5a [Report of the Reporting on the   

                            Implementation of the Bologna Process WG] 

Mr. Andrejs Rauhvargers (Latvia), the Co-Chair of the Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process WG, informed the BFUG that during its second meeting, held on 2 July 2013 in Luxembourg, the WG made progress on defining both the content and process for developing the next edition of the Bologna Implementation Report. Thus, several principals for the 2015 Implementation Report were agreed:

· 2015 Implementation Report should be more outcome-oriented; 

· It should focus on changes that have taken place since the 2012 reporting;

· The chapters and structure of the 2015 Implementation Report should be in the same format as the 2012 edition;

· Greater autonomy should be enjoyed and political interference should be minimised;

· Importance should be given not to the length of the report but rather to its readability and the report should not be shortened at the expense of its accuracy.

The WG has also made considerable progress in identifying the indicators to be included in the 2015 Report and invited all the 2012-2015 BFUG Work Plan structures to make proposals for any new scorecard indicators that they would consider to be useful in the 2015 Implementation Report. Those indicators will be considered during the WG’s upcoming meeting on 15 November 2013 in Riga. During that meeting the WG members will discuss the questionnaire, which will be launched in early 2014 and again be completed online. The software will be hosted and managed by the Bologna Secretariat.  
The following comments were made by the BFUG:
· There is a need to have the final decision on the number and scope of the scorecard indicators;
· It is important to find out whether the final decision regarding the scorecard indicators would be made by the BFUG or the WG;

· The questionnaire should not be overloaded; 
· In 2015 Report reference should be given to the reports developed by the data collectors recently;
· The 2015 Implementation Report should give the picture of the recent developments of the HE and focus more on the outcomes/results;

· If possible, it is requested to link the final report of the Structural Reforms WG to the introductory chapter of the 2015 Implementation Report;

· The contribution of the EQAR to the Reporting WG is recommended;
· It should be taken into consideration whether there is a need to include a scorecard indicator on the cross-border activities of QA Agencies at this point;
· Data available on governance and funding should be indicated while describing the context of the EHEA;
· Data available on staff mobility will most probably not be included in the 2015 Implementation Report; 
· There is not much information available on implementation of the Salzburg II recommendations and principles and it seems that there will not be any indictors concerning this issue, though it will be highly appreciated.
The Chair noted that due to the limited timeframe, the BFUG members can send their suggestions/comments to the WG Co-Chairs. Summing up the deliberations, the Chair concluded that based on the discussions on the 2015 Implementation Report, two schools of thought seemed to have evolved:

1. one in favour of an increased number of scorecard indicators;

2. other one – more cautious in terms of possible political implications the increase of scorecard indicators might create. 

The argument of the second school of thought is that the increased number of scorecard indicators as an end in itself providing representations in absolute categories should not be the goal of the stock taking exercise. What should be provided is a rich analytical descriptive information including also indicators by way of which countries do not score, but reveal trends and developments, and therefore the argument of this school of thought is to limit the scorecard indicators to the ones that are in line with the objectives explicitly expressed in the Bucharest Communiqué.

This considered, it was suggested that the BFUG takes account of the two divergent opinions regarding the scorecard indicators and, when the initial draft of the scorecard indicators and their categories are there, the BFUG be afforded the opportunity to reflect on the concrete scorecard indicators to be finally included in the report.  Bearing in mind that BFUG WGs are “offspring” of the BFUG, the BFUG’s reflections will not be regarded as political interference, but rather as efforts to balance out the two different conceptual perspectives.

	5b.   Structural Reforms WG report including the updates from Ad-Hoc WG on the Third Cycle, Ad-Hoc WG on the Revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide, RPL Network, and NQF

Document:             BFUG_LT_GE_37_5b [Report of the Structural Reforms WG]     

Mr. Sjur Bergan (CoE), the Co-Chair of the Structural Reforms WG, highlighted that the WG is perhaps the group with the broadest mandate and the most complex set-up.. 
The BFUG was informed that the WG’s second meeting was on 22-23 May in Warsaw, where the group focused on transparency instruments and their relationship to the other policy areas of structural reforms. The WG also met in Brussels on 24–25 September 2013.  Discussions at this meeting focused in particular on qualifications frameworks as well as on the first draft outline of the report of the WG which will be submitted to the BFUG in autumn 2014.  On 25 September, a half day meeting jointly with the EQF Advisory Group was organised. 
It was stressed that the Co-Chairs of the WG aim to meet once between every meeting of the WG Moreover, the exchange between the Co-Chairs and the chairs of the sub-structures proved to be very useful as demonstrated by the meeting of the Co-Chairs with the co-chairs of the subgroup on July 8 in Vatican City. 

During its upcoming meeting on 9–10 December 2013 in Ghent the work will focus on further developing the final report of the group, which will aim to cover the main elements in the ToR as well as make recommendations within each of the four main policy areas and their interrelation.
The Co-Chair briefly introduced the main outcomes of the meetings of the Ad-hoc WGs and Networks under the remit of the Structural Reforms WG: Ad-hoc WG on the Third Cycle, Ad-hoc WG on the Revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide, RPL Network, NQF Network. 

Ms. Margaret Waters (EC) informed the BFUG that the Ad-hoc WG on the Revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide will organise a seminar for the discussion of the revised Guide at the end of January 2014.  

	5c.    Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG

Document:      BFUG_LT_GE_37_5c [Report of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG]

Ms.  Elizabeth Gehrke (ESU), the Co-Chair of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG, briefly introduced the report of the WG, stressing that the second meeting of the WG was held on 17 April 2013 in Dublin. 
The following issues were discussed during the meeting:

· EU Council conclusions on the social dimension;

· Lifelong learning in the  Bologna Process;

· Social dimension and lifelong learning strategy/framework;

· Social dimension and lifelong learning work plan;

· Update on the PL4SD project;

· Change of Co-Chair. 

The BFUG was informed that the third meeting of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning WG will be held on 13-14 November 2013 in Ghent in conjunction with a meeting of the Expand-O project, which also involves peer learning for the social dimension.

	5d.    Mobility and Internationalisation WG including the update from    

          NESSIE

Document:         BFUG_LT_GE_37_5d [Report of the Mobility and  

                         Internationalisation WG] 

The report of the Mobility and Internationalisation WG was presented by the Co-Chairs of the group- Mr. Luis Delgado (Spain) and Mr. Gottfried Bacher (Austria). The BFUG was informed that the third meeting of the WG was held on 21-22 October 2013 in Madrid. The meeting had a joint session with the Ad-hoc WG on the Third Cycle. The meeting hosted 16 countries, 5 organisations, the Secretariat and representatives of the Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process WG and of the Ad-hoc WG on the Revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide.
The following aspects were discussed at the meeting:

· European approach on the accreditation of joint degrees;
· Description of study programmes;
· Portability of grants and loans;

· Internationalisation of the EHEA;

· Preparatory work for the Bologna Policy Forum (BPF);

· Quality of mobility;
· Attractiveness of the EHEA;
· Staff mobility.
The Spanish Co-Chair stressed that the WG has come up with the definition of staff mobility and it was decided that “Staff mobility comprises all groups of staff”. 
The Austrian Co-Chair noted that during the joint session with the Ad-hoc WG on the Third Cycle, aspects of the mobility of doctoral candidates were discussed. The differences between knowledge-mobility and learning-mobility were analysed.

The next meeting of the WG will be organised on 23-24 January in Vienna, where the WG will discuss two new topics, which are “Promoting mobility of underrepresented groups”
and “Balanced/imbalanced mobility”.
NESSIE activity report was attached to the report of the Mobility and Internationalisation WG. 
The BFUG emphasised that:
· Though the definition of staff mobility will help to identify the barriers to staff mobility, the definition still needs further elaboration;

· ENIC-NARIC Networks may be asked to be involved in the issue of European approach on the accreditation of joint degrees;
· Within the strand of Erasmus+ programme, the student loan scheme will be introduced for a full Master degree abroad in order to enhance student mobility.

All the comments received from the BFUG members would be taken into consideration by the WG’s Co-Chairs.


6. Updates on the Pathfinder group on automatic recognition, Financing   and governance of HE

    Documents:    
BFUG_LT_GE_37_6a [Report of the Pathfinder group on automatic recognition] 

                    BFUG_LT_GE_37_6b [Update on Financing and governance of HE] 

Ms. Margaret Waters (EC) introduced the report of the Pathfinder group on automatic recognition. The fourth meeting of the group was held in Dubrovnik during which Croatia joined the group as a new member. 
The main agreements reached by the group during its meeting are the following:

· It should work on automatic recognition of generic levels of qualifications by moving away from individual to system-based recognition, placing students on an equal footing irrespective of the country of origin of their academic degree;

· Barriers to automatic recognition should be dismantled through a series of regional initiatives, identifying elements which could be transferred to other countries for strengthening cross border cooperation;

· The group will also look at practical proposals for trialling automatic recognition initiatives, including proposal from the European Commission to support innovative cooperation under Erasmus+.
The BFUG was also updated on the progress made by the Pathfinder group countries as well as further steps to be taken. It was highlighted that the group agreed to discuss the scope and possible recommendations to be contained in the final report. It plans to submit the report to the Structural Reforms WG in time to incorporate its views before the BFUG meeting in autumn 2014. 
The next meeting of the Pathfinder group will be held in Brussels at the end of January 2014.

The BFUG welcomed the initiative of the Pathfinder group on automatic recognition as well as the decision of the group to move away from individual to system-level recognition. At the same time it was stressed that recognition methodology used in some systems creates barriers to automatic recognition. Finally, it was noted that while speaking about recognition, a clear distinction should be made between the academic recognition and the recognition of professional qualifications. 
Mr. Arkadi Papoyan (Armenia) introduced the draft programme for the thematic session on Financing and Governance of HE that would take place during the next BFUG meeting in Athens, Greece. Moreover, the BFUG was advised that the programme reflected all the proposals made at the Tbilisi Board meeting held on 17 September 2013: Croatia and Ireland had expressed their willingness to share their experience of financing reforms in their HE systems, whereas the EC had agreed to present the interim results of the study on the impact of different cost-sharing models on effectiveness, efficiency and equity in HE. 

Finally, Mr Arkadi Papoyan informed the BFUG that the Ministry of Education and Science of Armenia (MoES) had planned to organise a second conference on funding of HE in autumn of 2014. The event, similar to the first conference held in September 2011 in Yerevan, would aim at providing a platform for exchange of experiences regarding HE funding issues in the EHEA and would largely draw upon the research of the field in recent years. 

Several remarks and suggestions followed: 

· The session could benefit from the preliminary results of DEFINE project that is being carried out by EUA as it aims at contributing to the improved design and implementation of HE funding policy;
· Having in mind that in Bucharest the Ministers committed to securing the highest possible level of public funding for HE, the emphasis should be laid on the public financing, its supplementation rather than the replacement with private financing, and its role in enhancing the equal access to and quality and efficiency of HE;
· The session should consider the issue of financing from the perspective that the Bologna Process by no means promotes the commodification of HE; 

· In view of the fact that public authorities have important but not exclusive responsibility for financing HE, it is recommended that the latter establish the framework of funding at the national level.
 7.  Update on the Peer Learning for Social Dimension (PL4SD) project

Ms. Elisabeth Gehrke (ESU) the Co-Chair of the SD&LLL WG briefed the BFUG on the progress of PL4SD project. She noted that the SD&LLL WG as a member of project’s Stakeholders’ Forum had an active participation in advising and “steering” the project. 

The BFUG was advised that the project would reach its objective of improving the SD in HE through a combination of two different approaches, namely creating a searchable online database and conducting country reviews. The former would be based upon data obtained through surveys among the EHEA Ministries and national stakeholders in several phases. In addition, the database would be supplemented by the current scientific literature concerning the field. 

The first round of data collection among Ministries had finished resulting in more than 100 measures from 22 countries, whereas the first round of data collection among the national stakeholders had started with the aim of inviting them to comment on the impacts of the measures collated from the Ministries. The database would go online early in 2014. 

Moreover, it was noted that the country reviews would be directed towards facilitating coherent national strategy development and evaluation for improving the SD of HE in 3 countries. However, 4 countries (Armenia, Croatia, Lithuania, and Romania) had expressed their interest in participating in the review. The selection of the countries and further steps would be discussed at the third meeting of SD&LLL WG on 13-14 November 2013 in Ghent.

Finally, Ms. Elisabeth Gehrke emphasised that the project results would be disseminated and made accessible by different means, i.a the project website, newsletters, reports and two dissemination conferences (interim and final). The interim conference will be held on 2-3 April 2014 and hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research, whereas the final one will be organised jointly with EUROSTUDENT in February of 2015.

For more details, please refer to the document below:

[image: image1.emf]Acrobat  Document.pdf


8. Draft work programme of the activities of peer learning and peer review initiative

Document:      BFUG_LT_GE_37_8 [Draft work programme of the activities of peer learning and peer review initiative]

                       BFUG_LT_GE_37_8_Annex1                        

                       BFUG_LT_GE_37_8_Annex2

                       BFUG_LT_GE_37_8_Annex3

                       BFUG_LT_GE_37_8_Annex4

Ms. Gayane Harutyunyan, the Head of the Bologna Secretariat, introduced the programme of activities of PL and PR initiative recalling the BFUG’s decision in Dublin to adopt the proposal for the initiative and have a draft programme of activities prepared for the Vilnius BFUG meeting. She informed the BFUG that the document had been presented to the Board on 17 September 2013 in Tbilisi and had already incorporated the comments and suggestions received from the Board. Ms. Gayane Harutyunyan noted that the programme endeavoured to provide a schedule of the PL & PR proposals and avoid any overlapping between their objectives and the BFUG sub-structures’ tasks. 

Furthermore, the BFUG was advised that the proposed PL activities had been split into two groups to distinguish between those that already had volunteers to follow on and those that still lacked them. 

Concerning the funding for PLAs, participants were informed that an element had been introduced within the Erasmus+ programme to support HE. Within that strand of initiatives countries could apply for funding starting from February 2014 provided that the programme of PL & PR activities was approved by the BFUG. The PLA proposals would be evaluated according to the importance of the issue for the proposing countries/organisations. However, it was pointed out that funding under Erasmus+ would be on co-financing basis and the EC’s share could reach up to 80% for 2-3 PLAs per year. 
In the discussion that followed a number of comments and suggestions were made:

· PL could further support the already-in-place BP reforms to work in practice. For this purpose, there is a need to shift the emphasis from the European to national and institutional levels. The BFUG representatives would contribute to this through identifying institutions at the country level that could greatly benefit from the PL and PR activities;
· The programme of activities could be designed for 2 years (2014-2015).

· The format of proposed PLAs should be reconsidered to ensure the topics are tackled in depth;
· The number of PLA participants could be limited to 20-30 persons on a first come, first served basis;
Regarding the PLA proposals, the following remarks were made:

· The funding for the first PLA on the Role of NQFs and QA in Recognition organised jointly by Croatia and EQAR will be provided from the national budget and supplemented by EC funds;
· Belgium/French Community noted that EQAR and Croatia had been contacted to discuss the possibility of holding the next PL and PR on recognition in Wallonia. ENIC-NARIC Network had been also contacted to provide their expertise on the issue;
· ENQA volunteered to follow on the proposed PLA on Accreditation of Joint Degrees scheduled for the first semester of 2015;
· Belgium/Flemish Community volunteered to organise the proposed PLA on Permeability Between Different Types of HE scheduled for the second semester of 2015;

· One of the PL and PR activities at the institutional level could be aimed at enhancing HE internationalisation: the HEI could invite external group to support them in improving their internationalisation policies with the ultimate goal to develop a strategy. 

The BFUG Secretariat will revise the draft programme of activities according to the feedback received and present it to the BFUG for adoption during the BFUG meeting in Athens, Greece.

    9.   Preliminary information on the preparation of the Ministerial Conference and   

          the Fourth Bologna Policy Forum in Yerevan in 2015

         Document:  
BFUG_LT_GE_37_9 [Preliminary information on the preparation of the Ministerial Conference and the Fourth Bologna Policy Forum in Yerevan in 2015]

Mr. Arkadi Papoyan (Armenia) briefly introduced the issue under this point of agenda.  The BFUG was updated on the possible venue, main actors, financial aspects as well other preparatory measures.  

It was highlighted that by the decision of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia an Intergovernmental Steering Committee has been established, which involves all relevant ministries and agencies that will be involved in the smooth organisation of the events. The Intergovernmental Steering Committee will start its work from January 2014.  

 10. Participation in the BFUG, Board, WGs’, Networks' and Ad-Hoc WGs’ meetings in 

       the period of 31 May 2012 – 23 October 2013

Documents:    BFUG_LT_GE_37_10a [Participation in the BFUG, Board, WGs’, Networks' and Ad-Hoc WGs’ meetings in the period of 31 May 2012-23 October 2013]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_10a_Annex1 [Participation in the BFUG, Board, WGs’, Networks' and Ad-Hoc WGs’ meetings in the period 31 May 2012 – 23 October 2013]

BFUG_LT_GE_37_10b [Letter of the Lithuanian Minister of Education and Science to the Ministers responsible for HE in the EHEA]

Ms. Gayane Harutyunyan, the Head of the Bologna Secretariat, informed the BFUG that the paper prepared by the Secretariat as well as the survey carried out on the mid-term figures providing evidence to the participation rates of the representatives of the EHEA countries/partner organisations in the meetings held after the Bucharest Ministerial Conference was first presented during the Tbilisi Board meeting. Based on the recommendations of the Board concerning the importance of the issue, it was also included in the agenda of the Vilnius BFUG meeting. 

Since the participation rate of some of the countries is not encouraging, there is a need to find out the reasons for non-participation to the meetings as the involvement of 47 member countries as well as partner organisations is crucial. 
Following the recommendations of the Board a letter prepared by the Minister of Education and Science of Lithuania was sent to those EHEA Ministers of HE whose countries demonstrated low participation rates. 

Moreover, upon the request of the BFUG Board the Secretariat contacted members and consultative members that had been absent over a period of time with a view to determine the cause of absence in each case, with a view both to underlining the commitment members and consultative members undertook when joining the Bologna Process and  to finding possible solutions.

The BFUG agreed on the importance of the issue. At the same time, the BFUG noted that active participation of all the member countries/organisations ensures the success of the EHEA reforms and their sustainability. 

  11. Update on the EHEA accession issues

    Documents:         BFUG_LT_GE_37_11a  [Update on the EHEA accession             

                               issues] 

                               BFUG_LT_GE_37_11b [EHEA Accession Questionnaire]

While presenting this point of agenda, Ms. Gayane Harutyunyan, the Head of the Bologna Secretariat, stressed that the criteria for the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) accession defined in the 2003 Berlin Communiqué are still valid. 
The BFUG was informed that during the Board meeting in Tbilisi, the Board advised that the deadline for accession applications should be 1 November 2014. Moreover, during the same meeting the Secretariat was asked to analyse the document on the “Information to be provided by countries applying for accession to the European Higher Education Area (EHEA)” and suggest necessary updates. 

After a thorough examination, the Secretariat concluded that there was no need to update the document. 

The BFUG agreed that the deadline for submitting applications for accession to the EHEA should be 1 November 2014 and approved the findings of the Secretariat concerning the revision of the EHEA accession questionnaire. 
  12.  BFUG thematic session (ESG Revision)

  Document:        BFUG_LT_GE_37_12a [ESG thematic session programme]

                     BFUG_LT_GE_37_12b [Explanatory note for BFUG]

                          BFUG_LT_GE_37_12c [Draft ESG for BFUG inputs]
The highlights of the discussion are presented as Annex 1 of the present document.

   13.  Updates from EC, consultative members, EQAR (written contributions only)

    Documents:    BFUG_IE_HR_37_13a [CoE update]

                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13b [EURASHE update]

                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13c [ENQA update]

                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13d [EC update]

                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13e [ESU update]

                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13f [EQAR update]
                          BFUG_IE_HR_37_13g [EI update]
The BFUG took note of the written contributions. 

Ms. Věra Šťastná (Czeck Republic), who was appointed as the BFUG representative in the EUROSTUDENT V Steering Board, gave a brief background on the project. The current additional initiative aims to involve NIS countries so that data for NIS countries can be added to the 2015 Implementation Report.

The BFUG was also informed that though EURASHE’s project on “Harmonizing Approaches to Professional Higher Education in Europe” covers only EU member countries, based on the findings of the final report, which will be presented in early 2014, it will become clear, whether there is a need to widen the scope of the project and include non-EU countries as well. 
14.  Next BFUG meeting, Greece (Athens), 7-8 April 2014 and next BFUG Board    

       meeting, Kazakhstan (Astana) 12 February 2014

Mr. Dimitrios Skiadas (Greece) presented the higher education priorities and the events planned during the period of the Greek EU Presidency and BFUG Co-Chairmanship. It was noted that the final dates of the BFUG meeting in Athens (7-8 April 2014 or 9-10 April 2014) are still under consideration.  
For more details, see the PowerPoint presentation (Greece EU Presidency Presentation).
Ms. Kymbat Beisekina (Kazakhstan) presented the outline of the priorities of Kazakhstan during their BFUG Co-Chairmanship as well as the main events to be organised. 

For more details, see the PowerPoint presentation below:

[image: image2.emf]PPT_Kazakhstan.ppt x


15.  Any Other Business

Ms. Marzia Foroni (Italy) asked for the floor to briefly introduce the contribution of the Third Cycle Ad-hoc WG to the Revision of the ESG. 

For more details, see the PowerPoint presentation below:

[image: image3.emf]ESG.pptx


The Chair thanked the BFUG members for their fruitful discussions and contributions. 
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Co-Chairmanship of Kazakhstan
in the Bologna process


 January 1, 2014 - June 30, 2014































The territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan



Kazakhstan is
in the center of the Eurasian continent

Borders with: 

Russia 

Kyrgyzstan

Turkmenistan

Uzbekistan 

China

2  square km on 1 person























































Kazakhstan 7 times bigger than Japan, 5 times bigger than France and 12 times bigger than Korean Peninsula

Equivalent to the size of Western Europe



Entrails of the country contain ninety nine elements of the Mendeleev’s periodic table

The world’s largest reserves of barite, lead, tungsten, and uranium

























Kazakhstan ranked 50th place in the Global Competitiveness Index 2013-2014

Positive dynamics of economical development  

Since 1991 GDP per capita increased 16 times from $700 to $14000







































Astana – new capital of Kazakhstan









"Khan Shatyr" -

 the highest tent in the world 































National priorities of the chairmanship of Kazakhstan in the Bologna process

Accelerated Industrial-Innovative Development of Kazakhstan

Social modernization of Kazakhstan

Culture, traditions and identity of the people of Kazakhstan

EXPO-2017

Green economy

Equality of rights of citizens of all ethnic groups

Science and Business cooperation

Transfer of Technologies 

























































































Priorities in Education and Science







Quality and availability of the higher education





Development of lifelong multilingual education





Development of social responsibility in the sphere of education





Development of engineering education system





Internationalization of Higher Education





The national system of graduates career management





Efficiency and productivity on Financing Higher Education 













































Co-Chairmanship of Kazakhstan in the Bologna process


Calendar of events



BFUG Board Meeting

February 12, 2014 











































International conference "Bologna structural reforms: experience, problems, prospects": February 13-14, 2014

The goal of the conference is to identify the prospects and exchange of experience on policy promotion of the Bologna process in a globalizing world

Key topics of the conference are connected with qualification frameworks, learning outcomes and the system of quality assurance of higher education





































Conference "Assistance to Democratic Management by Educational Institutions"

March, 2014

Within the program "Support of educational policy in the field of Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education" to support education reforms aimed at understanding the importance of cross-cultural relations and mutual understanding, based on the principles of human rights and democracy, and to meet European standards and best practices

































Thank you for your attention! 
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Contribution of the ad hoc WG on the Third cycle to ESG revision

BFUG

7th and 8th November 2013

Vilnius









Context

“…higher education must ensure a stronger link between research, teaching and learning at all levels. Study programmes must reflect changing research priorities and emerging disciplines, and research should underpin teaching and learning…” (Bucharest, 2012)

“... we will explore how to promote quality, transparency, employability and mobility in the third cycle…” (Bucharest, 2012);

“Explore and make proposals concerning quality and quality assurance procedures in doctoral training, in cooperation with relevant stakeholders” (ToR, n. 5);

Results of the Mapping exercise conducted by the ad hoc WG on the implementation of the Salzburg Recommendations and on the Principles for Innovative Doctoral Training.









Trends emerged

There is a widespread support for the Salzburg Recommendations and for the Principles for Innovative Doctoral Training and they are increasingly implemented all over Europe;

Doctoral training is becoming a consistent part of institutional strategies;

Internal and external QA processes and procedures should always aim at quality enhancement and attention should be paid to avoid excessive burdening and the perception of “burocratisation” over HEIs;

New elements are increasingly characterizing Doctoral programmes such as: structured training activities, organized mobility periods, attention given to transversal skills, and to employability outside academia, interdisciplinarity;

New expectations are arising on the role and support provided by supervisors and institutions;

The different national systems and programmes offered across the EHEA are very varied and this diversification should be considered as a richness of the EHEA and should be kept.











Proposals – introductory part

Clarify that, whenever appropriate, the ESG should be applied to the third cycle as well, taking into account the specificity of Doctoral programmes which is the last level of higher education and the “entrance ticket” to research;

Underline that more synergies should be created between the QA system for «teaching and learning» and the one for «research»;

Include a reference to the Bergen Communiquè (2005), the Salzburg Reccomendation and the Principles for Innovative Doctoral Training as guidance to enhance quality in the Third cycle.









Proposals – internal QA

The Institutional strategies for QA should guarantee that the framework for quality in teaching and the one in research are coherent;

The emphasis put on (expected and achieved) outcomes, transparency, programme design, monitoring and periodic review of Programmes should be extended to Doctoral Programmes;

As supervisors are as crucial as the teachers, attention should be paid at their profile and at the quality of supervision activities;

Candidates selection and admission procedures, progression in the Programme and their Rights and Duties should be monitored.













Proposals – external QA

More emphasis on the need for synergies to be created between the QA system for «teaching and learning» and the one for «research», in order to avoid duplication, contraddictory procedures, overburdening and burocratistion.
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Progress of PL4SD

Elisabeth Gehrke

BFUG, Vilnius 8.11.13
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PL4ASD
’ peer learning for the

1

social dimension

with information from Ministries
and stakeholders about measures within the social
dimension

to assist countries in the
development of a coherent, comprehensive and
effective national strategy for improving the social
dimension

to stimulate peer learning

Lifelong
Learning
Programme





PL4ASD
’ peer learning for the

.Iv social dimension

First round of data collection among Ministries
finished

More than 100 measures from >20 countries
collected

First round of data collection among stakeholders
just starting (till end of the year)

Screening of scientific literature and national reports
on the social dimension on-going

Going public of the database (pl4sd.eu):

Lifelong
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PL4ASD
’ peer learning for the

'.V social dimension

Alternative entrance exams for students with disabilities

Quota places for students from ethnic minorities or other
disadvantaged groups

Right for parental leave + parental grant

Disability Support Service providing assistive technologies,
counselling and educational support

Grant for accommodation

Entrance exams in mother tongues and preparatory courses in
teaching language for students from ethnic minorities

Active guidance policy for every secondary school student,
including targeted mentoring of certain groups of students

Lifelong
Learning
Programme





PL4ASD
’ peer learning for the

'.V social dimension

Goal: to facilitate coherent national strategy development and
evaluation for improving the social dimension of higher
education for 3 countries

Non-formal confirmations of participation: Lithuania and
Croatia; two countries pending (Romania and Armenia); many
countries declined formally

Selected countries and next steps will be discussed with the
BFUG WG SD LLL next week in Ghent

Site visits March, June, September 2014 (tbc)
Will be preceded by a Background Report from project team

Site visits will be with project team as secretariat and external experts
as assessors

Final reports June, September, December 2014 (tbc)
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> Interim conference: 2.4.2014 in Vienna

»~ Invitation of BFUG, Ministries, Stakeholders
following soon

» Presentation of
»exemplary measures
»first country review
»key notes

» Workshops about experiences with certain measures

www.pldsd.eu Lifelong
info@pl4sd.eu 6 Learning
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PL4SD

peer learning for the
social dimension

@ conferences

=
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» Final conference together with EUROSTUDENT:
February 2015 in Vienna

» BFUG, Ministries, stakeholders, scientific community, media

» PLASD
» Pattern of social dimension measures in EHEA
» Exemplary measures, exchange of experiences
»~Lessons learned from country reviews (developing a strategy)
»Scientific inputs

» Final Report of EUROSTUDENT V
»The social and economic conditions of student life in Europe
»Data from around 30 countries

www.pldsd.eu ; Il:ifelor_lg
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PL4SD

peer learning for the
social dimension

Keep up-to-date !

Lifelong
Learning
Programme

peer learning for the
sacial dimension

ﬁ‘ PL4SD
g

& database -~ = country reviews - the social dimension - pl4sd proj

www.pl4sd.eu

As a part of the Bologna Process, the ministers responsible for higher education
from all 47 member countries committed to foster the international exchange of
practices and experiences relating to the social dimension of higher education A

{Bucharest Communigué, 2012},
The objective of the PL4SD project is to address this need for "peer learning” and
to provide policy-makers and practitioners with resources to develop effective v

measures for improving the social dimension of the European Higher Education
Area.

NEWS NEWSLETTER
First newsletter is online Mewwsletter
2013-08-05

The first round of data collection with ministries has started. After
the summer, national stakeholders will be invited to provide
measures as well.

2013-06-12

info@pldsd.en

share  newsletter  contact  terms of use

a INSTITUT FUR HOHERE STUDIEN R s 1 e D Z I—IW
‘ INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES -am-t:w
Vienna J

——— Hochachud- urd Whssnschafisforschung =

-tggﬁli]r?g This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This web page reflects the wiews only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
Programime  responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein
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