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March 2014

Doc. Code: BFUG_GR_KZ_39_6d
Report of the bfug working group on mobility and internationaliZation and nessie
State of affairs after the 4th meeting in Vienna, Jan 23/24, 2014

· Description of study programmes: Following the outcomes of the discussion in Madrid to promote a standardized approach to programme description at national level in the EHEA countries leaving work at institutional level to the ECTS Working Group, and based on a presentation by HRK on the structure of Higher Education Kompass, the database on degree programmes of the German Rectors Conference, the group discussed draft guidelines on the description of study programmes in the EHEA with recommendations on a common structure at national level. The group decided to further develop the guidance including a template for a possible database structure at national level. 
· Portability of grants and loans: The group discussed a first draft of guiding principles for portability as well as an input given by NESSIE. It was agreed that the paper should cover all kinds of financial support and should call for portability in general. At the same time, it should give more detail to the concept of portability - inter alia by distinguishing between the responsibility of the home and the host country as regards living-expenses and the programmes on offer. A revised draft will be discussed at the next WG meeting.
· Mobility of teacher – training students: Julian Walkowiak, a student of the University of Vienna, who is training in the fields of English and sports, gave an account of his study abroad experience in Portugal and Russia. He talked about the importance of teachers as multipliers and motivators for their students to understand the advantages of intercultural competences, which can only be acquired by personal experience. He also said that fair and transparent recognition (proper credit transfer) is still a problem, and that curricula are generally too restricted. He also stressed the importance of the new ERASMUS+ program in facilitating more work and study related stays abroad. At the next WG meeting in May, the group will discuss how the international mobility of teacher-training students could be improved, e.g. how to enhance the international dimension of teacher-training and support the mobility of teacher-training students, with the aim of proposing resolutions for the Yerevan Communiqué.
· Quality in mobility: The new document, slightly reorganized as well as enriched and expanded on the basis of the discussions during the Madrid meeting, was briefly presented. The text should be finalized before summer. A new chapter on the choice of cooperation partners was added. Staff mobility: The members of the WG discussed the second draft of guidelines on staff mobility in the EHEA and agreed on it. The guidelines contain recommendations on how to promote and encourage staff mobility such as creating a supporting environment for staff mobility, improving data collection and encouraging and supporting staff mobility and its appreciation. A slightly revised draft taking into account the comments made at the meeting in Vienna will be sent to all BFuG members in due time before the BFuG meeting in Athens.
· Mobility of underrepresented groups and balance of mobility flows: A report based on existing and fresh data was presented by researchers of the Austrian Insititue of Advanced Studies, and copies of the report were handed out. Across Europe there are primarily three groups underrepresented in temporary enrolment (credit mobility): students from low education background, students with delayed transition into higher education and older students. Financial issues are the most obstructing ones for students across Europe, for older students it is more their living conditions (family/partner/children) that are hindering a temporary enrolment abroad. Imbalanced student (degree) mobility can be measured in absolute numbers (difference is larger than 1,000 students) and relative numbers (more than 1% of overall student population. The WGMI should now think about picking out specific problems/trends and how to analyse them further and/or develop solutions to increase access to mobility for underrepresented student groups and to redress imbalances wherever possible and needed. 
· European Approach on the Accreditation of Joint Degrees: The group discussed a revised proposal to facilitate the quality assurance of joint programmes. The members of the WG in general welcomed the revised draft. While some members were in favor of the wider scope of the paper (including joint degrees and double degrees) others called for limiting the scope to joint degrees. According to this input and the input by the Structural WG, the expert group will revise the paper and present it to the BFuG in April 2014.
· Revision of the 2007 “The EHEA in a global setting”: On the basis of a draft paper, it was agreed not to prepare a comprehensive report but to select specific initiatives and cases to give a picture of the achievements of the strategy and also of its potential pitfalls. The structure of the intended report will include an introduction to the five policy areas of the 2007 strategy and a specific chapter for each area summarizing BFUG led initiatives, EU policies and programmes, national case studies, contribution from stakeholders and other relevant organizations upon invitation. The report will conclude with observations from the WGMI on achievements and a section on further internationalization developments still needed.
· Attractiveness of the EHEA: The group came to the conclusion that no common target for incoming student mobility from outside the EHEA should be introduced. The WG agreed that incoming student mobility should be increased and data on it should be collected and reported to assess the attractiveness of the EHEA on a regular basis. Countries should address the topic in their international strategies and set national targets for incoming mobility from outside the EHEA. The BFuG will receive a corresponding proposal which could be integrated into the Yerevan Communiqué in due time before the BFuG meeting in April 2014. 
· Preparatory work for the Bologna Policy Forum: Following the agreement of the Madrid meeting to provide inputs on the content: i.e. thematic and regional approach, level of participation, etc., while organizational aspects are the main responsibility of Armenia, the group discussed a draft concept note on the contents pointing out the main challenges and proposal for the 2015 BPF meeting. A possible focus on some regions, possible topics, the level of participation and the main outcomes of the next BPF meeting were discussed. A revised version will be ready to be further discussed and eventually approved in the next BFUG meeting in Athens.

The next meetings of the WGMI are foreseen in Dublin (May 19-20, 2014, kindly hosted by the Irish Higher Education Authority) and Vienna (September 8-9, 2014). 
Peter Greisler, Luis Delgado, Gottfried Bacher (Co-chairs of the WGMI)
NESSIE Activity report

The NESSIE Network has one annual meeting and one or two Chair meetings per year. The Network is currently co-chaired by Scotland, Croatia and Finland (2013-2015). The Network is a group of experts aimed at providing and exchanging information in the area of student support, in order to promote portability of the respective national loans and grants. The participants  are countries that do not have portable support, countries planning to introduce portability and countries with portable support.

Since the report submitted to the BFUG Vilnius meeting in October 2013 the major change is the report on the issue of double funding. The Activity report for 2013 and Plans for 2014 - 2015 are given below.

1. Report for 2013
The annual Network meeting took place in Berlin, Germany, 23-24 May 2013. The meeting agenda had four major issues: an update on the proposed EU Student Lending Guarantee Facility, liason with the Working Group on Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning, liason with the working group on Mobility and Internalisation regarding portable support and a review of pending EU cases. Also, the participants discussed the Country Information Templates and exchanged national news and updates on portable student support. 

The conclusions of the meeting included NESSIE's work plan and future activities for 2013-2015.

The 2013-2015 work plan for NESSIE should be prepared by the new co-chairing team. The NESSIE members were asked to contribute to the development of the work plan. 

The following points were mentioned regarding the 2013-2015 NESSIE work plan:

· Terms of Reference (ToR) for NESSIE need to be revised according to the priorities of the 2012 Bucharest Communiqué and the 2012-2015 BFUG work plan. The ToR need to be in line with the Ministerial Communiqué and also indicate the liaison with the WG on Mobility and Internationalisation as well as the WG on Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning.
· The Norwegian Co-Chair presented the Peer Learning and Review Initiative circulated by the Secretariat on 14 May 2013 and announced that after the meeting the information about this initiative and a call for feedback by the NESSIE members will be circulated.
· There was a suggestion made by the representative from Romania which concerned the possibilities for centralized support through a European Framework Programme for those countries that do not have any operational national services for student loans yet or also a pilot scheme for guaranteeing loans at least to students from low-income families, as a potential solution to „social dimension” and to accelerate student mobility.

The Norwegian Co-Chair announced that there will be a call for written suggestions for the 2013-2015 work plan following the annual meeting.

During meeting in Berlin it was agreed to further support StiME project as it is clearly linked with scope of work of the Network.

The proposed Student Lending Guarantee Facility

The Network observes the progress of preparing a Student Lending Guarantee Facility in the European Union. Following a presentation of the proposed scheme of a representative from the European Commission, the Network discussion focused on issues like the scheme replacing national loan schemes, brain drain, the risk of excluding students from lower socio-economic background, gurantors against loan defaulters and any legislative restrictions.

NESSIE will continue to monitor the development of the loan guarantee as a supplement to the national instruments for portable student support.

Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning

A representative from the WG presented the main tasks of the goup, including information about the StiME project – a study on nastional grants and loans systems covering 31 countries.

NESSIE members provided examples on various measures targeted at underrepresented groups in study support in their own countries. It was proposed to the WG to draft a short questionnaire for NESSIE in order to getr more comprehensive data on the underrepresented groups.

Mobility and Internationalisation – portable support

The chair of the WG presented details of the new relationship between the two structures, underlining the commitment of Ministers to full portability across the EHEA. The discussions that followed focused on how NESSIE can contribute to the WG on Mobility and Internalisation and its common tasks, especially a common approach to portable student support. The contribution of NESSIE will be to define the problems that need to be solved in order to make a common approach feasible.

NESSIE members were notified that the network now reports to its parent structure, the WG on Mobility and Internationalisation. In November/December the NESSIE co-chairs consulted members on options and proposals for arrangements to solve the issue on double funding. A paper on the findings was devised by NESSIE and passed to the WGMI.

Review of pending EU cases

Germany, Netherlands, Austria and Denmark presented an update on their European Court of Justice cases. Also, Norway presented details of a new case. ECJ rulings on the obligation of equal treatment of EU citizens relevant for host states on the one hand and the obligations of EU countries with respect to the right of free movement of their own nationals remains a key issue for NESSIE members.

Some countries are now reviewing their own residence requirements as a result of ECJ rulings.  Some countries are now focusing more on their own labour market and are reviewing courses taught in foreign languages. ECJ judgements remain an important topic for NESSIE.

2. Plans for 2014-2015

During the Zagreb Handover meeting (September 2013) and Glasgow Co-Chairs’ meeting (March 2014), the Co-Chairs expressed their intention to intensively work on the following issues:

I. Country information templates

Network will continue to exchange the information, providing update of the country information templates on portable grants and loans, namely before NESSIE’s annual meeting. 

II. Double funding issues 

In order to analyse and to develop possible solutions to remove this risk of double funding, the Network will exchange information, different practices and experiences made by the Members in this area. 

III. Development of repayment mechanism of student loans 

According to the conclusions made during London meeting (January 2014.), the Network will continue to play an active role in the further development of the student lending facility, most notably with a recommendations on best-practice models/mechanisms.

IV. The EU Court of Justice cases

With a regard to recent legislation set on EU countries, most notably on the EU Court of Justice cases in a regard of a portable support mechanisms. For this purpose the Chairs will propose to develop a position on the close bonds criteria.

V. Liaison with the Mobility and Internationalisation Working Group

The Network should develop activities linked more closely to the agenda of the Mobility and Internationalisation Working Group. Most notably, the Network will explore ways to ensure sufficient financial support for balanced mobility within EHE, with a contribution to the implementation of the strategy of “Mobility for better learning”. 

VI. Liaison with the Social Dimension Working Group

The Network should develop an active liaison with the Social Dimension Working Group. Within that activity, the Network shall explore the topic of equal access in the context of portable grants and loans. 

Co-chairs agreed about topics and the structure of the next annual meeting. Co-chairs agreed also that the form of meeting must be reformed – in addition to common/joint sessions there will be plenary sessions on different topics. The annual meeting will be held in Edinburgh  on 19th May.

Co-chairs: Scotland, Croatia, Finland
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