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1) Background
In the Bucharest Communiqué ministers state:
„We will allow EQAR-registered agencies to perform their activities across the EHEA, while complying with national requirements. In particular, we will aim to recognise quality assurance decisions of EQAR-registered agencies on joint and double degree programmes. (…)
We encourage higher education institutions to further develop joint programmes and degrees as part of a wider EHEA approach. We will examine national rules and practices relating to joint programmes and degrees as a way to dismantle obstacles to cooperation and mobility embedded in national contexts.”
This was translated into the following task as part of the BFUG work programme: 
“Develop a policy proposal for a specific European accreditation approach for Joint programmes, which should be applied to all those Joint programmes that are subject to compulsory programme accreditation at national level.”

At its Dublin meeting on 14/15 June BFUG approved the ToR of the ‘Structural’ WG and of the WG on Mobility and Internationalisation. BFUG decided that a small expert group shall be composed which would draft recommendations for a policy paper and report back to both of the WGs. The expert group shall be composed of Mark Frederiks (Structural WG, The Netherlands), Achim Hopbach (Structural WG, ENQA), Colin Tück (Structural WG, EQAR), and Andreijs Rauhvargers (Latvia). A draft recommendation shall be submitted to both WGs by November 2013

2) State of development
The adhoc WG met on the 22nd in Warsaw and agreed to draft a recommendation which should contain:
1. An analysis of obstacles for implementing Joint programmes. Examples should be provided.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]A description of a specific European accreditation approach based on the proper application of the Qualifications Framework of the EHEA, ECTS, DS and internal quality assurance in accordance with part I of the ESG. This description shall contain recommendations for how to deal with conflicting national criteria for approval of degree programmes; either by way of allowing for exceptions or by way of replacing these criteria by the European scheme.
3. A proposal for a recommendation of the two WG reports to the Yerewan ministerial meeting, or a proposal for the Yerewan Communiqué 
Whereas a first draft of chapter 2 was already submitted to the Warsaw meeting the draft of chapter 1 will be circulated by 5th of July. 
3) Next steps
After a round of Email conversation till 12th of July second versions of the two chapters will be produced by 18th July and will be circulated. 
On 2nd September the adhoc WG shall meet in Brussels and discuss the complete draft of the recommendation. After that meeting discussions by Email will follow in order to ensure timely submission of a report to the meeting of the Structural WG in November.
