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1) Background
The revision of the ESG follows the Bucharest Communiqué which states: 
“We acknowledge the ENQA, ESU, EUA and EURASHE (the E4 group) report on the
implementation and application of the “European Standards and Guidelines for Quality
Assurance” (ESG). We will revise the ESG to improve their clarity, applicability and
usefulness, including their scope. The revision will be based upon an initial proposal to be prepared by the E4 in cooperation with Education International, BUSINESSEUROPE and the European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR), which will be submitted to the Bologna Follow-Up Group.”

2) Working structure
The revision of the ESG is conducted in accordance with the proposal that was submitted to the BFUG meeting in Nicosia 28/29 August 2012. Hence, the following structure was set up:
A steering group was set up, composed by representatives of EUA, EURASHE, ESU, ENQA, BUSINESEUROPE, EQAR, and EI. In addition a drafting group was set up, composed of QA experts that have participated in the mapESG project, nominated by EUA, EURASHE, ESU, and ENQA. The steering group discusses all issues related to the revision of the ESG and decides upon content matters. The drafting group puts the decision of the steering group into writing and submits drafts of the revised chapters to the steering group as basis for discussions.
3) Current state of development
The steering group started by widening its source of information. In addition to the report of the mapESG project and additional submissions by the stakeholders the results of an open consultation process which addressed not least the ministries of the Bologna countries were taken into account. 
Based on this information the steering group convened for six meetings so far and discussed in separate meetings the principles, the introduction and parts I to III. The drafting group met between these meetings in order to translate the discussions into drafts that formed the basis for the respective next meeting.
It’s worth noting that in general the collaboration of the seven organisations is working very well. So far all discussion about certain issues led to a consensus. 
Structure of revised ESG
The overall structure of the ESG remains the same:
· Introduction
· Part I: Internal quality assurance
· Part II: external quality assurance
· Part III: quality assurance agencies
Regarding the parts II and III the steering group decided to move some standards from the one to the other part because in both chapters subject matters were a mixture of standards referring to external QA processes and standards referring to agencies’ policies. There’s a much clearer distinction now. Also, there was some overlap. 
Within the three parts the order of the standards will be reorganized slightly.
The structure of standards and accompanying guidelines remains. However a clearer distinction between both is made in so far as some contents which are currently placed in a guideline is moved to the standard and vice versa. This is to clarify that the guidelines explain and/or exemplify the standards rather than introduce additional content.
Content of revised ESG
NB: The steering group is still discussing. Only preliminary information can be given at this stage.
In general: 
Based on the outcomes of the mapESG project and following the mandate by the ministers the main purpose of the revision of the ESG is “to improve their clarity, applicability and usefulness, including their scope.” This means that contentwise no fundamental changes are envisaged. However, in particular the attempts to improve clarity make editorial changes necessary which are more significant than assumed. Hence, a quick reader might get the impression that the ESG are being revised fundamentally.
 
Introduction
The introduction will be revised fundamentally and talk about the context of the ESG, its scope and underlying concepts, its purposes and principles.
Part I
In general the complete ‘student-life-cycle’ is going to be more visible in the standards than before. Student learning gains more importance not least by adding a standard on student progression. Links to QF-EHEA, ECTS, DS, and recognition procedures are going to be added.
Part II
The content of the standards is slightly rearranged. Also, 2.7 is going to be moved to part I and Part III; 2.8 is going to be moved to part III.
Part III
The content of the standards is slightly rearranged. Also, 3.7 is deleted and dealt with in a different standard.

4) Next steps
So far the steering group works on schedule. The steering group will convene on the 2nd September. At that meeting for the first time the complete draft will be discussed. After that, the following meeting will take place on 16th October when, based on the new draft by the drafting group the draft to be presented at the BFUG thematic session on 7th/8th October will be finalized.

