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Doc. Code: BFUG_PL_AM_26_13a
MEETING OF THE BOLOGNA FOLLOW-UP GROUP, KRAKOW, 13-14 October 2011
Information on the preparation for the Bucharest Ministerial Conference (MC) and Third Bologna Policy Forum (BPF), 26-27 April 2012 

A. Progress on the draft agenda for the MC and BPF:

The draft agenda for the Bucharest MC and BPF was adopted by the BFUG in its Gödöllő meeting (17-18 March 2011). The two ministerial events are to take place jointly, so as to facilitate the interaction between EHEA and non-EHEA ministerial delegations, as well as international organizations. The timetable of the ministerial events starts at lunchtime on April 26 and ends with lunch on April 27 (see Annex 2 of the IO WG report).

The overarching theme of the Bologna Policy Forum, as well as the sub-themes for the parallel sessions were agreed by the International Openness Working Group and communicated to the network of contact persons in order to gather their feedback. These are:

Overarching theme of the Third Bologna Policy Forum: “Beyond the Bologna process: Creating and connecting national, regional and global higher education spaces“.
Sub-themes of the four parallel sessions:

· “Global academic mobility: Incentives and barriers, balances and imbalances”;

· “Global and regional approaches to quality enhancement of HE”;

· “Public responsibility for and of HE within national and regional context”;
· “The contribution of HE reforms to enhancing graduate employability”
In order to facilitate the discussions between the Third Bologna Policy Forum participants, a background paper is being prepared by the International Openness WG, with the help of various organizations active on the respective topics (ACA, the E4, IAU, Council of Europe and EURASHE), which will include questions on each of the four sub-themes for the participants to engage in meaningful debates.

An updated agenda of the Bucharest MC and BPF, which will include speakers and a more detailed description of various parallel sessions within the BPF, will be presented at the January 2012 BFUG meeting in Copenhagen, following a discussion within the International Openness Working Group in its meeting on 9 November in Bucharest.
B. Updates with regard to the Bucharest MC and BPF venue:

The venue for the Bucharest MC and the BPF will be the Palace of Parliament
. Adequate space will be provided for bilateral meetings, upon request by various delegations.
The most likely venue for the Welcome cocktail taking place in the evening of 25 April 2012 is the Victoria Palace (seat of the Romanian Government) and the venue for the Festive Event/ Gala Dinner taking place in the evening of 26 April 2012 is still to be confirmed.

Rooms for the accommodation of the delegations’ members will be pre-booked at hotels of different categories close to the conference venue.
C. Updates with regard to the financial aspects:

The necessary funds for organizing the EHEA 2012 Ministerial Conference and the Third Bologna Policy Forum have been provided by the MECTS (Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports) in Romania and will be complemented as needed. 

D. Updates with regard to the responsibilities and consultation process:

At national level, the responsibility for organizing the MC and BPF belongs to the MECTS (Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports) in Romania, in cooperation with the Bologna Secretariat and UEFISCDI (Executive Agency for Higher Education and Research, Development and Innovation Funding, agency under the coordination of MECTS).
The Bologna Policy Forum statement will be discussed by the International Openness Working Group and will be circulated beforehand to all MC and BPF participants for feedback, most probably at the January 2012 BFUG meeting in Copenhagen.

A proposal for a consultation roadmap for the BPF statement (Annex 1) has been developed for the BFUG, following the request of the BFUG Board taking place in Yerevan (7 September 2011).
A list of countries and organisations to be invited to the Third BPF (Annex 2) has been drafted by the host country together with the BFUG Chairs at the time of the ministerial meetings (Denmark and Azerbaijan). 

The BFUG is asked to:
· Take note of the update on the preparations of the MC and BPF provided by Romania;

· Discuss and endorse the consultation roadmap for the BPF Statement, as well as the list of countries and organisations to be invited to the Third BPF.
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