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Annual meeting of the EHEA Network of National Correspondent for 

Qualifications Frameworks of Higher Education  

The EHEA Network of National Correspondents for Qualifications Frameworks met online 

on September 10, 2021. The meeting was organized by the Council of Europe and chaired by 

Jean-Philippe Restoueix (CoE). 

As indicated in the agenda of the meeting (Appendix), the focus was on: 

 Update on the situation as regards self-certification; 

 Integration of Competences for Democratic Culture in qualifications frameworks; 

 Micro credentials and qualifications frameworks.  

 

The number of attendees was quite significant, as 35 countries were represented.  

A. Self-certification 

 

a. Attention should be drawn once more to the extremely diverse timing between 

the different countries. Some countries developed their national higher 

education QFs more than 15 years ago and are in the process of reviewing it; 

others just adopted one recently.  

b. The change of perception and space given to non-formal education within QF 

EHEA. 

c. The role of distance learning and the acknowledgment of the new learning 

processes through e-learning. This can be also perceived as a consequence of 

the pandemic for this work area. 

d. The meeting was informed of the work of Thematic Peer Group A on 

qualifications frameworks and its priorities: 

i. Micro credentials 

ii. Use of the QF by stakeholders 

iii. The relationship between Quality Assurance and Qualifications 

Frameworks 

iv. Inclusion of the short cycle within QF EHEA 

  

B. Competences for Democratic Culture (CDC) 

 

 These competences are sometimes already included in national QFs (in Germany, for 

instance, some formulations in the NQF are linked to the CDC). It is also related to the 

space given to ethical issues in all disciplines. In Andorra, theses competences are 

included in all qualifications. 

 

C. Micro credentials 

 

Michal Karpíšek introduced his study clarifying the different definitions, the questions 

around “does an accumulation of micro credentials makes a full qualification, and on 

what conditions?”, and certification of providers including the quality assurance 

element. The debates on micro credentials and their impact on education policy (for 

good and bad) will be on the agenda for some years to come. In this perspective, the 

Council of Europe decided to publish a volumed in its Higher Education Series on 

“Qualifications Frameworks in the EHEA: a tool for modernization” 

 



APPENDIX 1 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Opening of the meeting 

 

2. Integration of competences for democratic culture within Qualifications framework 

Higher Education 

 

a. Presentation of the work done on CDC within higher education/ expert input 

b. Exchange between participants 

 

3. Situation of national Qualifications Frameworks for Higher Education: 

 

a. State of affairs on national level: 

i. Impact of the Covid 19 crisis in the qualifications systems for Higher 

Education 

ii. Challenges met in case of updates of the framework 

b. Update on the Self certification process  

 

4. Micro-credits and qualifications frameworks: State of affairs and challenge 

 

a. Presentation of the report made by Michal Karpíšek 

b. Comments and reaction from the European Commission and from ESU and 

EUA 

c. Exchange between participants 

 

 

5. Any other business 

 

 



APPENDIX 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

ALBANIA 

Ms Ermelinda DURMISHI 

Ministry of Education, Sport and Youth 

 

Ms Linda PUSTINA 

Associate Professor 

Department of Development and Good Governance 

Prime Minister Office 

 

ANDORRA 

Ms Mar MARTÍNEZ 

Head of Unit of Higher Education 

Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

 

Mr Jordi LLOMBART PUBILL 

Credentials Evaluator 

Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

 

ARMENIA 

Ms Gayane HARUTYUNYAN 

Director of National Information Centre for Academic Recognition and Mobility 

 

AUSTRIA 

Ms Carmen HEIDENWOLF 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research 

Section IV/1 Higher Education Planning and Building-Infrastructures 

 



Mr Florian PECENKA 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research 

 

 

BELARUS 

Ms Elena BETENYA 

Higher Education Department  

Ministry of Education 

 

 

BELGIUM 

Ms Clara JACQUEMART  

Ministerium der Deutschsprachigen Gemeinschaft 

 

 

Ms Nina MARES 

Adjunct van de directeur 

Flemish Government 

Department Education & Training 

Division Higher Education and Adult Education  

 

Ms NICODEME Céline 

Ministère de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles  

 

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

Ms Daria DUILOVIĆ 

Head of Department for Coordination of Education Policy  

Ministry of Civil Affairs 

BiH correspondent for the QF EHEA and EQF NCP 

 

 



BULGARIA 

Ms Ivana RADONOVA 

State Expert 

Higher Education Directorate 

Ministry of Education and Science 

 

Ms Iskra YOSHOVSKA 

Chief Expert 

Higher Education Directorate 

Ministry of Education and Science 

 

Ms Nadia CHERNEVA 

Associate Professor 

Vice-Rector of the Plovdiv University “Paisii Hilendarski” 

 

Mr Lubomir DIMITROV 

Professor – Vice Rector of the Technical University – Sofia 

 

CROATIA 

Ms Daliborka LUKETIĆ  

Assistant Professor  

Department of Pedagogy  

University of Zadar 

 

CYPRUS 

Mr Andreas PAPOULAS  

Ministry of Education and Culture 

 

  



Mr Kyriacos CHARALAMBOUS 

Senior Educational Officer 

Department of Higher Education 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sport and Youth 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Ms Veronika SCHMIDTOVÁ 

Department of Higher Education  

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 

ENIC-NARIC Centre 

 

Mr Jindra MATOUŠ  

Department of Higher Education  

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports 

ENIC-NARIC Centre 

 

DENMARK 

Mr Allan BRUUN PEDERSEN 

Senior Adviser 

Danish Agency for Higher Education 

Ministry of Higher Education and Science 

 

ESTONIA 

Mrs Janne PUKK 

Higher Education Department   

Estonian Ministry of Education and Research 

Apologised 

 

FINLAND 

Ms Carita BLOMQVIST 



Head of Unit 

ENIC/NARIC Finland 

Finnish National Agency for Education 

 

Ms Sinikka TAMMINEN     

 

Ms Johanna NIEMI 

 

FRANCE 

Ms Hélène LAGIER 

Chargée de mission  

Département Stratégies de l'Espace européen de l'Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche   

Mission Europe et International pour la Recherche, l'Innovation et l'Enseignement supérieur   

Directions Générales "Enseignement supérieur & Insertion professionnelle" et "Recherche & 

Innovation" (DGESIP & DGRI)  

Ministère de l'enseignement supérieur et de la recherche 

 

Apologized, replaced by 

 

Mr Mathieu MUSQUIN 

 

Ms Hélène BEKKER 

French ENIC/NARIC 

 

GEORGIA 

Ms Ketevan PANCHULIDZE 

Coordinator of Qualifications Development Division 

LEPL National Center for Educational Quality Enhancement 

 

Ms Ekaterine BAGISHVILI 

 

GERMANY 



Mr Christian TAUCH 

Deputy Secretary-General 

German Rector’s Conference 

 

 

GREECE 

Mr Yiannis KATSANEVAKIS 

Directorate General for Higher Education 

Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs 

 

Ms Alexia KARVOUNI 

Directorate General for Higher Education 

Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs 

 

HOLY SEE  

Ms Karolina KASPERAVIČIUTÉ 

Congregazione per l'Educazione Cattolica 

 

Ms Melanie ROSENBAUM 

Congregazione per l'Educazione Cattolica 

 

HUNGARY 

Mr István BUCSI SZABÓ 

Hungarian Educational Authority 

 

Ms Edit BALOGH 

 

Ms Kata SZEPESVÁRY-SÁNDOR 

 

Ms Mariann BODOLAI-MARCSEK 



 

ICELAND 

Ms Una STRAND VIÐARSDÓTTIR  

Senior Adviser 

Ministry of Education, Science and Culture  

 

 

IRELAND 

Ms Barbara KELLY 

Director of Qualifications 

Dearbhú Cáilíochta agus Cáilíochtaí Éireann 

Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) 

 

 

ITALY 

Ms Chiara FINOCCHIETTI 

Deputy Director 

CIMEA – ENIC/NARIC Italia 

 

KAZAKHSTAN 

Ms Banu NARBEKOVA 

Deputy Director of the Department of Higher and Postgraduate Education 

Ministry of Education and Science 

  

 

Ms Irina YEFIMOVA 

Leading specialist 

Bologna Process and Academic Mobility Centre 

Ministry of Education and Science  

 



LATVIA 

Ms Baiba RAMIŅA 

Director of the Academic Information Centre of Latvia 

 

 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

Ms Belgin AMANN 

Upper Secondary and Higher Education Division 

Office of Education 

 

LITHUANIA 

Ms Eglė REMEISIENÉ 

Chief Officer of the Division of Higher Education Studies 

Department of Higher Education, Science and Technology 

Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania 

 

LUXEMBOURG 

Ms Isabelle REINHARDT 

Ministère de l‘Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche 

 

MALTA 

Mr Jon VERCELLONO 

Malta Further and Higher Education Authority 

 

Ms Madonna MAROUN 

Apologized 

 

Mr Stefan SANT 

Apologized 

 

 



MOLDOVA 

Ms Tatiana GHERSTEGA 

Head of National Qualifications Department  

Ministry of Education, Culture and Research 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Ms Marianne VAN EXEL 

Senior Policy Advisor 

Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 

 

NORTH MACEDONIA 

Mr Borco ALEKSOV 

Deputy Head 

Higher Education Sector 

Bologna Follow Up Group Member 

Ministry of Education and Science 

 

NORWAY 

Ms Gro Beate VIGE 

Senior Adviser 

Department for Higher Education, Research and International Affairs 

Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research 

 

Mr Tone Flood STRØM 

Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research 

 

POLAND 

Mr Jacek LEWICKI 

Director 

SGH Warsaw School of Economics 



Centre for Development of Economic Education 

 

PORTUGAL 

Ms Maria Beatriz GONÇALVES 

Directorate-General for Higher Education  

 

 

ROMANIA 

Mr Tiberiu DOBRESCU 

President of the National Qualifications Authority 

 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

Mr Vladimir FILIPPOV 

Rector of the Peoples' Friendship University of Russia  

 

 

SAN MARINO 

Ms Monica CAVALLI 

Expert of Education 

 

SERBIA 

Ms Vanja NEDELJKOVIĆ 

Department of Higher Education 

Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development  

 

Ms Tatijana GLIŠIĆ MILUTINOVIĆ  

Qualifications Agency 

Email: tatijana.glisic@azk.gov.rs 

 

Ms Ivana ČVOROVIĆ PLAVŠIĆ 

Qualifications Agency 

mailto:tatijana.glisic@azk.gov.rs


 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 

Ms Ľubica GÁLLOVÁ 

Vice-Director for LLL 

State Vocational Education Institute 

 

 

SLOVENIA 

Ms Marina OČKO 

Ministry of Education, Science and Sport  

Higher Education Directorate / Higher Education Sector  

 

SPAIN 

Ms Margarita DE LEZCANO-MÚJICA NÚ͂͂͂͂͂͂͂͂͂ NEZ 

Ministerio de Universidades 

 

SWEDEN 

Ms Petra NORD  

Swedish Council for Higher Education 

 

 

SWITZERLAND 

Ms Claudia DAERENDINGER 

Academic staff member, Swiss ENIC, Swissuniversities 

Apologized, replaced by 

 

Ms Stella NICOLACI 

University intern in the General Secretariat of Swiss Universities 

 

TURKEY 

Mr Bilge Kagan OZDEMIR  



Head of International Relations Department 

Higher Education Council-Republic of Turkey 

 

 

UKRAINE 

Mr Olexandr SMYRNOV 

Head of analytical and financing expert group at  

Directorate for Higher Education and Adult Education  

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine 

 

Mr Vadym ZAKHARCHENKO 

 

UNITED KINGDOM  

Mr Andy SMITH 

Quality and Standards Manager 

Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 

 

Mr Alastair DELANEY 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Bologna Follow-up Group  

Ms Linda PUSTINA 

Vice-Chair 

 

BFUG Secretariat  

Ms Enida BEZHANI 

Head of Secretariat 

 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Mr Koen NOMDEN 

Tean Leader “Transparency and Recognition of Skills and Qualifications” 

European Commission 

Directorate General for Employment Social Affairs and Inclusion 

Unit E.2 – Skills and Qualifications 

 

Ms Maya IVANOVA 

 

ESU 

The European Students’ Union 

Mr Jakub GRODECKI 

Vice-President 

     

ETUCE 

Mr Alessandro ARIENZO  

Vice-Chair of Higher Education and Research Standing Committee of ETUCE 

 

EUA- European University Association 

Ms Thérèse ZHANG PULKOWSKI 



Deputy Director 

Higher Education Policy 

European University Association (EUA) 

 

ETF 

Mr Michael GRAHAM 

Specialist in Qualification Systems - Strategic Project Leader - Qualifications 

European Training Foundation 

 

 

 

EXPERTS 

 

 

Mr Michal KARPIŠÉK 

EURASHE 

 

Ms Hilligje VAN’T LAND 

Secretary General, International Association of Universities (IAU) 

Executive Director, International Universities Bureau 

 

Mr Andreas CORCORAN 

International Association of Universities (IAU) 

 

 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE’S SECRETARIAT 

 

Mr Jean-Philippe RESTOUEIX 

Administrator, Education Policy Division 

 



Ms Katia DOLGOVA-DREYER 

Administrator, Education Policy Division 

 

Ms Claudine MARTIN-OSTWALD 

Assistant, Education Policy Division 

 


